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The Community of Vedar in Batticaloa 

kl;lf;fsg;gpy; Ntlu; r%fk; 
 

 

 

Ma;Tr;RUf;fk;  

,yq;ifapy; thOk; ,dq;fSs; Mjpf; Fbfshf Ntlu;fs; fhzg;gLfpd;wdu;. rhjhuz kdpj 

tho;f;iff;F jk;ikj; jahu;gLj;jpf;nfhs;shJ Ntl;ilapy; <Lgl;Lf; fhLfspy; trpg;Nghu; 

Ntlu;fshtu;. mz;ikf; fhyq;fspy; ,tu;fs; rhjhuz kdpj tho;f;iff;Fj; jk;ikg; 

gof;fkhf;fpf;nfhz;L ,yq;ifapYs;s Vida r%fj;jpdiug; Nghd;W thOk; epiyf;F khwp 

tUfpd;wdu;. ,Ug;gpDk; thfiuapy; fhl;L tho;f;ifia gof;fkhf;fpf; nfhz;L tho;NthUk; 

cs;sdu;. kl;lf;fsg;gpy; Ntl tk;rhtopapdu; thOk; ,lq;fshf ghy;Nrid> thfiu> 

gdpr;rq;Nfzp> fhafq;Nfzp> ,uhy; Xil> thfNdup> Nfhq;fiz> KWj;jhid> nghz;Lfs; 

Nrid> rpj;jhz;b> fw;Flh> thior;Nrid> fpuhd;> re;jpntsp> fStd;Nfzp> jpuha;kL> 

Kfj;Jthuk;> te;jhW%iy> gOfhkk;> nfhf;fl;br;Nrhiy> fl;LKwpT> ehrptd;jPT vd;gd 

milahsg;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sd.   

kl;lf;fsg;gpy; Ntl r%fk; gw;wpa jlaq;fis ,dq;fhz;gJ ,t;tha;tpd; Nehf;fkhFk;. 

,t;tha;T KiwahdJ tuyhw;wbg;gilapy; mike;Js;sJ. Mjpf; Fbfshd Ntlupd; 

mtu;fspd; r%f toikfs;> tho;tpay; khw;wq;fis mwpe;Jnfhs;tij Nehf;fhff; nfhz;L 

,t;tha;T Nkw;nfhs;sg;gLfpd;wJ. jk;ik milahsk; fhzKbahjstpw;F Vida FbfNshL 

jk;ik ,izj;Jf;nfhz;L tho;tij mwpjy; Ma;tpd; Kf;fpa Fwpf;NfhshFk;. fs Ma;it 

Kjy;epiyj; juthff; nfhz;Lk; E}y;fs;> fl;Liufs;> ,izaj;js jfty;fis 

,uz;lhk;epiyj; juTfshff;nfhz;L ,t;tha;T Nkw;nfhs;sg;gLfpd;wJ. 

kl;lf;fsg;Gg; gpuNjrkhdJ gy;ypdj;jtu;fs; ,ize;J thOk; gpuNjrkhff; fhzg;gl;lhYk; 

,g;gpuNjrj;jpd; g+u;tPff; Fbfshf Ntlu;fNs tho;e;Js;sikf;F ,d;Wk; rpy gpuNjrq;fspy; 

tho;fpd;w Ntl tk;rhropapdu; rhd;whFk;. mtu;fsJ topghl;Lr; rlq;F KiwfSk;> 

kl;lf;fsg;G gpuNjrj;jpy; fhzg;gLfpd;w Gfo;ngw;w Myaq;fs; gytw;wpd; g+u;tPf 

tuyhWfSk;> mq;F eilngWk; Ntlu;fSld; njhlu;ghd rlq;F KiwfSk; rhd;WfshFk;. 

kl;lf;fsg;Gg; gpuNjrj;jpy; Vida rhjpaupilNa gy Fbfs; fhzg;gLtijg;Nghd;W 

Ntlu;fspilNaAk; rpy Fbtiffs; ,dq;fhzg;gl;Ls;sd. xt;nthU Fbf;Fk; xt;nthU 

nja;tk; Kf;fpaj;Jtg;gLj;jg;gl;lhYk; Vida FbfSf;fhd gzpfSk; fhzg;gl;lik 

Nehf;fj;jf;fJ. 

Ntl ,dnkd;W jk;ik milahsk; fhzKbahjstpw;F Vida FbfNshL jk;ik 

,izj;Jf;nfhz;L fyg;Gw;W tho;fpd;wdu;. vdpDk; KWj;jhid> ghy;r;Nrid> nghz;Lfs; 

Nrid> fhaq;Nfzp> Nfhjhupr;Nrid Nghd;w ,lq;fspy; tho;gtupilNa ,d;Wk; Ntlr;rhaypd; 

gz;Gfisf; fhzKbfpd;wJ. 

mUQ;nrhw;gjq;fs;: kl;lf;fsg;Gj; Njrk;> Ntlu;fs;> g+u;tPf Fbfs;  
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1. mwpKfk; 

,yq;ifapd; g+u;tPf Fbfshff; 

$wg;gLk; Ntlu;fs; gw;wpa nra;jpia 

mwpe;Jnfhs;s kfhtk;rk;> ehLfhl;L 

gutzpf; fy;ntl;L> rhjpj; nja;tf; 

fy;ntl;L> FytpUJf; fy;ntl;;L 

Kjypatw;wpy; Ntlu; gw;wpa Fwpg;Gf;fs; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wd. ,af;fu; ehfu; 

vd;NghUf;F mLj;j epiyapy; ,d;Wk; 

rpy ,lq;fspy; tho;Nthuhd NtlNu 

kl;lf;fsg;gpd; Guhjd r%fj;jpdnudf; 

nfhs;sKbAk; (rptuhk;.rp.> “thfiuapy; 

NtLtu;fs;” 2010:16).  

,yf;fpa tifiar; Nru;e;j ehLfhl;L 

gutzpf; fy;ntl;L kj;jpa 

fhyg;gFjpapy; jkpoupilNa 

tsu;r;rpaile;jpUe;jJ. ehLfhl;Lg; 

gw;wpy; tho;e;j Ntl jiytu;fs; gw;wpa 

tpguq;fs; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. Ntlu;fs; 

fhL ntl;Lk; Ntiyapy; 

<LgLj;jg;gl;lhu;fs; vdf; 

Fwpg;gplfpd;wJ. ,tu;fSf;F fhbad; 

vd;w rpW gjtp toq;fg;gl;bUe;jik 

gw;wpAk; nry;yhg;gw;W Ntlu; gw;wpa 

Fwpg;Gk; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ (eluhrh.F.X.C.> 

1980:11). 

kl;lf;fsg;G g+u;t rupj;jpuj;jpy; 

FytpUJf; fy;ntl;L gFjpapy; “ehzp 

tpy;yk;G ehl;bYs;s Nkyhu;f;F” vd;w 

Fwpg;Gk; rhjpj; nja;tf; fy;ntl;by; 

“NtlUf;Ff; fd;dpfshk;’ vd;w Fwpg;Gk; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. vdpDk; rhjpfs; 

gw;wpa Fwpg;gpy; Ntlu;fs; gw;wpa 

jfty;fs; Fwpg;gplg;gltpy;iy. 

mjhtJ rpiwf;Fs; Copak; nra;Ak; 

rhjpfspy; Ntlu; gw;wpf; 

Fwpg;gplg;gltpy;iy. ,jd; %yk; 

mtu;fs; jdpj;Jtkhd rhjpapduhf 

,dq;fhzg;gl;ls;sik njspthfpd;wJ. 

Mq;fpNyau; Ml;rpf; fhyj;Nj 1827 ,y; 

ntspaplg;gl;l KjyhtJ rhjpthupf; 

fzf;nfLg;gpy; kl;lf;fsg;Gj; Njrj;jpy; 

jdpj;Jtkpf;f Ntlu;fshf jq;fis 

milahsg;gLj;jpf; nfhz;ltu;fspd; 

vz;zpf;if 169 vd 

nty;yt+u;f;Nfhghypd; kl;lf;fsg;Gj; 

Njrk; vd;w E}y; Fwpg;gpLfpd;wJ 

(nty;yt+u;f;Nfhghy; 2005:50). Nru;. 

N[k;];. Nudw; 1859 ,y; ntspapl;l 

Ceylon Vo II vDk; E}ypd;gb 

,yq;ifj;jPT KOtjpYKs;s Ntl 

,dj;jtu; vz;zpf;if Vwf;Fiwa 8000 

MFnkdf; Fwpg;gpLfpd;whu; 

(thfiuthzd; 2011:109). 

tTzjPTg; gpuNjrj;jpy; fpue;jd;ntl;ba 

gFjpapy; g.G~;gul;zk; Nkw;nfhz;l 

Ma;tpy; 1700 tUlq;fSf;F Kd;du; 

nrwpthd FbapUg;Gf; nfhz;l 

gpuNjrkhff; fhzg;gl;lij mq;F 

fhzg;gLfpd;w kiyapYs;s 

Fiff;FbapUg;Gf;fis Mjhukhff; 

nfhz;L Ntl Fiff; 

FbapUg;Gf;fnsd vLj;Jf;fhl;Lfpd;whu; 

(G~;gul;zk;.g.> “kl;lf;fsg;gpy; 

NtLtu;fspd; Fiff; FbapUg;Gf;fs;” 

2013:15). 

Ntlu;fspd; vz;zpf;ifia 

Nky;tUkhW fhl;lyhk;. 

Mz;L 
Ntlu;fspd; vz;zpf;if 

(Mapuq;fspy;) 

1881 2.2 

1891 1.2 
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1901 4.0 

1911 5.3 

1921 4.5 

1931 3.2 

1946 2.4 

1953 0.8 

1963 0.4 

(Source – Department of Census and Statistics) 

1881- 1963 jdpj;Jtkhd ,dkhf 

milahsq; fhzg;gl;l Ntlu;fs; 1963 

Mk; Mz;Lf;Fg; gpd;duhd 

fzf;nfLg;gpy; jdp ,dkhf 

milahsq; fhzg;gltpy;iy. Ntlu;fs; 

Vida ,dq;fSld; 

fyg;Gw;Ws;sikia mwpayhk;. 

2. Mya topghLfSldhd njhlu;G 

kl;lf;fsg;gpy; fhzg;gLfpd;w Mya 

eilKiwfspYk; topghl;Lj; 

jd;ikapYk; Ntlu;fspd; tof;fhWfs; 

kpfTk; Kf;fpaj;Jtk; ngWfpd;wd. 

nfhf;fl;br;Nrhiy jhd;Njhd;wPr;ruk;> 

Nfhtpy; NghujPT rpj;jpuNtyhAju; 

Myak;> rpj;jhz;b> Nfhtpy;NghujPT 

rpj;jpuNtyhAju; Myak;> ntUfy; 

rpj;jpuNtyhAju; Myak;> kz;̂ u; 

Myak; Nghd;w kl;lf;fsg;gpd; 

Gfo;ngw;w jpUj;jyq;fspdJk; 

tuyhw;Wj; njhlf;fepiy Ntlu;fisf; 

nfhz;L Kd;ndLf;fg;gLtJ 

ftdj;jpw;FupajhFk;.  

Ntlu;fs; ,ypq;fk;> Nty; itj;J 

topgl;ljhf IjPfk; njhd;Wnjhl;L 

epytp tUfpd;wJ. nfhf;fl;br;Nrhiy 

jhd;Njhd;wP];tuk;> khkhq;Nf];tuu;> 

kz;̂ u; fe;jRthkp Myak;> rpj;jhz;b 

KUfd; Myak;> gOfhk; tp~;Z 

Myak; Nghd;wtw;wpy; 

Ntlu;fSf;nfd;W Ntl;ilj; jpUtpoh> 

G+i[fs; ,lk;ngWfpd;wd.  

nfhf;fl;br;Nrhiy jhd;Njhd;wPr;ruu; 

Myaj;jpy; ,lk;ngWk; fQ;rpKl;b 

toq;Fk; epfo;tpy; Ntlu;fs; 

nfsutpf;fg;gLfpd;wdu;. kapy; fl;Lj;; 

jpUtpohthdJ Ntlu;fisAk; Fkhu 

nja;tj;ijAk; njhlu;G gLj;Jtjhf 

rpj;jhz;b rpj;jpuNtyhAju; Nfhapypy; 

12 Mk; ehs; jpUtpohthf 

,lk;ngWfpd;wJ. ,jd;NghJ 

Nfhuhntsp> juitg;gFjpfspy; thOk; 

Ntl Fyj;jtu;fs; thiof;Fiyfs;> 

Njd;> gr;irauprp> fha;fwpfs;> 

kapypwFf; fl;Lf;fisAk; 

nfhz;LtUtu;. kz;̂ u; fe;jRthkp 

Myaj;jpy; Rthkp tPjp tyk; tUk; 

epfo;tpd;NghJ Ntlu; xUtu; ifapy; 

tpy;yk;G Ve;jpathW Rw;WKw;Wk; 

ghu;j;jtz;zk; Kd;dhy; tUthu;. 

kl;lf;fsg;G jpuha;kL tPugj;jpdpak;kd; 

Myaj;jpd; g+i[fs;> ke;jpuq;fs; 

vd;gd Ntl Kiwfisf; nfhz;ljhff; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wik Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. 

Ntl Fy topghlhf Fkhu nja;t 

topghL ePz;l fhykhf 

,lk;ngw;wpUf;fpd;wJ.  

3. r%fepiy 

Ntlu;fs; ePu; epiyfis mz;kpj;J 

Ntl;ilahly;> kPd;gpb> Nridg; 

gapu;r;nra;if Nghd;w njhopy;fisr; 

nra;Js;sdu;. Ntl;ilahlypd;NghJ 

nghwpitj;jy;> RUf;F itj;jy;> 

<l;bnawpjy;> gLFop itj;jy;> tpy;yk;G 

nfhz;L va;jy; Nghd;w Kiwfs; 

gad;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sd. ,NjNghd;W 

kPd;gpbg;gjw;F eQ;rbj;jy;> nfe;J 
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kpjpj;jy;> ePu;fl;b ,iwj;jy;> gwp 

itj;jy;> Mik Fj;Jjy;> fug;G 

Fj;Jjy; Nghd;w Kiwfisg; 

gad;gLj;jpAs;sdu;. Njd; 

vLj;jypd;NghJ NjdPf;fs; jf;fhjthW 

ke;jpuq;fisAk;> cj;jpfisAk; 

ifahz;Ls;sdu;. 

jpUzkhdJ fGwh vd;w jiytdpd; 

fPo; ,lk;ngWk;. rPjdkhf fj;jp> Nfhlup> 

Ntl;ileha;> gjpa Fbir vd;gd 

toq;fg;gLk;. jw;fhyj;jpy; jkpou;fspd; 

kughd fyj;jpy; NghlYk; 

fyg;Gw;Ws;sJ. Ntlu;fspilNa xUtu; 

,we;J tpl;lhy; mtu; nja;t epiyia 

mile;Jtpl;lhu; vd;w ek;gpf;ifAz;L. 

,tu;fspilNa fhzg;gLk; 

“cj;jpahf;fs;” topghL jf;f 

rhd;whFk;. 

kl;lf;fsg;G Njrj;jpy; “NtlNtshsu;” > 

thfiug; gpuNjrj;jpy; “nts;Ntlu;” 

Nghd;w r%fg; gpupTfs; 

milahsg;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sd. ,tu;fs; 

guk;giu Ntlu;fshftpUe;J 

fhyg;Nghf;fpy; Ntshz; njhopiy 

Nkw;nfhz;ltu;fnsd rpy Ma;thsu;fs; 

Fwpg;gpLfpd;wdu;. NtlNtshs 

r%fj;jpd; jpUkz cwTfs; Ntshs 

r%fk; rhu;e;J mile;jpUg;gJ Ntl 

Ntshsu; gpizg;ig vLj;Jf; 

fhl;Lfpd;wJ. kz;̂ u;> nty;yhntsp> 

gOfhkk;> nfhf;fl;br;Nrhiy> rpj;jhz;b 

Nghd;w fpuhkq;fspy; ,jd; ,Wf;fj;ij 

,d;Wk; czuKbfpd;wJ 

(nty;yt+u;f;Nfhghy; 2005:112). 

4. ,lg;ngau;fspy; Ntl nry;thf;F 

gpuNjrq;fspd; ,lg;ngau;fSk; Ntlj; 

jiytu;fspd; ngau;fisf; nfhz;ljhf 

khw;wq;fz;Ls;sJ. gOtd; vd;w Ntl 

jiytd; gOtd;fkj;ij 

mikj;jjhfTk; ,g;ngau; 

fhyg;Nghf;fpy; gOfhkk; vdj; 

jpupgile;jjhfTk; Fwpg;gplg;gLfpd;wJ 

(Ntyofd;.rp.> 2008:24). fOtd; 

vd;gtdhy; mikf;fg;gl;l 

FbapUg;Gf;fshf fSjhtis> 

fSthQ;rpFb vd;gd fhzg;gl;ld. 

Gypad; vd;gtd; tho;e;j ,lk; 

Gspae;jPT vdg;gl;lJ (eluhrh.F.X.C.> 

1980:11). kQ;rd; tho;e;j ,lk;  

kQ;re;njhLtha; vdTk; ,q;F Nrid 

nra;j ,lk; Nridj;njU vdTk; 

miof;fg;gLfpd;wJ. fq;fd; ,Ue;j 

,lk; fhq;NfaNdhil> fhj;jhd; ,Ue;j 

,lk; fhj;jhd; FbapUg;G> miyad; 

tho;e;j ,lk; miyad;Fsk;> 

Mizad; tho;e;j Mizf;Fsk;> 

JUk;gd; ,Ue;j ,lk; JUk;gq;Nfzp> 

ntwpad; tho;e;j ,lk; ntwpad;Nrid 

vd Ntlu;fspd; ngaiu 

epidTgLj;Jfpd;wJ. 

Xl;lkhtbia mLj;Js;s gpuNjrk; 

Ntlu;FbapUg;G vd 

miof;fg;gLfpd;wJ. FwpQ;rp epy Ntlu; 

$l;lkhf tho;e;j FbapUg;Gf;fis 

FwpQ;rpnad mioj;jdu;. kl;lf;fsg;gpy; 

Vwht+u;> fSjhtis Nghd;w 

fpuhkq;fspy; Kjyhk; Fwpr;rp> ,uz;lhk; 

Fwpr;rp> %d;whk; Fwpr;rp vd;gd ,d;Wk; 

,g;gFjpfspy; tof;fpYs;sd. 

5. KbTiu 

kl;lf;fsg;G gFjpapy; g+u;tPff; 

Fbfshf Ntlu;fNs tho;e;Js;sikf;F 
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,d;Wk; rpy gpuNjrq;fspy; tho;fpd;w 

Ntl tk;rhropapdu; rhd;whFk;. 

kl;lf;fsg;G gpuNjrj;jpy; fhzg;gLfpd;w 

Gfo;ngw;w Myaq;fs; gytw;wpd; g+u;tPf 

tuyhWfSk;> mq;F eilngWk; 

Ntlu;fSld; njhlu;ghd rlq;F 

KiwfSk;  Ntlu;fs; tho;e;jikf;Fr; 

rhd;WfshFk;. kl;lf;fsg;Gg; 

gpuNjrj;jpy; Vida rhjpaupilNa gy 

Fbfs; fhzg;gLtijg;Nghd;W 

Ntlu;fspilNaAk; rpy Fbtiffs; 

,dq;fhzg;gl;Ls;sd. Ntl ,dnkd;W 

jk;ik milahsk; fhzKbahjstpw;F 

Vida FbfNshL jk;ik 

,izj;Jf;nfhz;L fyg;Gw;W 

tho;fpd;wdu;. vdpDk; KWj;jhid> 

ghy;r;Nrid> nghz;Lfs; Nrid> 

fhaq;Nfzp> Nfhjhupr;Nrid Nghd;w 

,lq;fspy; tho;gtupilNa ,d;Wk; 

Ntlr;rhaypd; gz;Gfisf; 

fhzKbfpd;wJ. 

kl;lf;fsg;G gpuNjrj;jpd; 

Mjpf;Fbfshf Ntl tk;rhtopapdu; 

tho;fpd;wdu;. ,tu;fs; jkf;nfd 

jdpj;Jtkhd r%f 

tof;fhWfisf;nfhz;L 

fhzg;gLfpd;wdu;. ,d;W ehfuPf 

tsu;r;rp fhuzkhf ,t;Ntl 

r%fj;jpdupd; ghuk;gupa tof;fhWfs; 

kiwe;J tUfpd;wd. ehfupf khw;wk; 

Vw;gl;lNghjpYk; Vida r%fj;jpdUld; 

xg;gpLifapy; ,tu;fs; gpd;jq;fpa 

r%fj;jpduhfNt fhzg;gLfpd;wdu;. 
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