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Fishing industry s considered one of the major sources of nationa
revenue and protein value neaded 1o our nalicn and also provides segular
employment facifities direclly and indirectly. A5 far as the districl of
Batticaloa is concerned, this industny has veny long hislorc sadition and
popularily respective of community. For the people of Batticaloa
District, fishing is holding the second place next fo the aariculiure
employment and private sector emplovees are far below in number.
Tolal number of fisherman engaged in marine and lagoon fishing amounts
tor 16,004, Other than marine fishing there are 10,600 fishermen engaged
iy lagoon and inland lishing. There are 48,500 seaple mvolved indirectly
i marine and lagoon fishing in the Batticaloa chshict, Though the
lagoon fishing has long tradittonal back ground historical prominence,
the people Invelved In this industng are very poor in socio-economic
status and there has been no progressive advancemeant in their living
conditions, when compared o other emplovment sectors. To ascertain
the cause and reacons [or such situation, it is inevitable that an

experimental research mplemented with the lollowing obiectives:

« o find the socio — economie status of the people who are invalved in
lagoon fishing in Valaichenai and pannichankersw lagoons.

¢ to ascertain reasons for the poer, low level lving condilions of these
families and to identify the main factors alfecting them,

» o seeh necessary measures o recommend suitable solutions for the

necessany reciification



The ptimary data were obtained by random selection {15%) among the
lishermen of sach lagoon and necessary data were colleried by
questionnares. The collecled data were cateqorized using technical
indexing sustem. For easy comparison the fishing villages were qroped
N each lzgoon area. In data collection Importance was given ta the
fellowing: Fdy cation, Flealth, Income, Haousing condition, Savings, Food.

"

Family sector, Transport and Other facilities .

The Secondary data wers collected 1o compare the situation of the
present fishing families with that of the past fishing families to ascertain
their socio-economic and other aspects including their industry and lhe
data were obtained fram Kachcheri, Batticaloa, Fisheries Depl, and
[).5, OHice. Personal visils have been made fo ohserve the true position

of the fishing families

The living conditions angd socal-economical stahys were highly affectad.
Many differences wera found in the familes of one village from the othar
who carmy ouf their fishing in the same lageaon, The living condition of
Valaichenai fishermen was far above (o that of fisharmen ol
pannichankerny where marketing facilities have not been organized
successiully and as such the medialnge and lish traders were benefitad
much mare than the fishermen. |n Pannichankerny area cold slorage
facilities and transport facilifies wenz not available and |1hese factors oo

affected the fichaymen.

From the availahle data, it is evident that fhe tacilities need to be
strengitiened in these araas for markeling their caiches in order fo

improve the socio-economic statusz of the fishing farmilies,
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