
fiASTER9{ UNIVFRSITY" SRi L.&f*KS-

FIru-AL YEAR, FIRST SErufiESTER EXAffigruATECIN I[Id AGRECULTT.IRH-2O15

AHC 4'1S{: SOC|AL RffiSEARChg Mffigl4#DSLGGY

ALL questions (Parts A anci Bi Tirvle: 02 hours

Fart A

a) Sarnpling is the procedure a researcher u$ss to select san"rples for a ste-rdy.

\FJhat !s the irnpcrtance cf sampling iir sociai research?

b) Dit**erentiate between Frobabllity Samplirrg and Non- Probability Sampling.

c) Eriefly explain ihe lnductive and Deductive methods. Whicir of these is more
suitabie for studying farming cornrnunities? [xplaln briefly.

d) What are the scurces for obtaining a Sampiing Fran're '1. What are ihe
problei'ns faced by researclrers in using a Saruipling Frar'ne?

e) Whai is Randcm Sarnpling? FNow can a random sar,-:p!e be obtained from a
population of 5,000 farmers in three districtsl regions? Explain briefly.

a) bt/hat is a Hypothesis? Explain briefiy the difference betweerr the Nuil
i-{ypothesis and Research/Alternate l-{ypothesis.

b) In which situation is a Stratified Sannpling method used to select a sampie for
study purposes?. Using an exarnple briefly explain the above.

c). what is the prime purpCIse af a literature review in social researcir?

d) Briefiy expiain the differenee beiw*en Judgrnentai $ai'vlpling and Convenience
Sampiing.

e) Outline the major eihical consideraiions in sociai research.
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Part B

l

3. a) Briefly describe the rnethods of data collection used in studying farmers. j

i

b) What is a Questionnaire and how is it formulated/ constructed? Explain the 
I

advantages and disadvantages of using a hlail Questionnaire to collect data inl

rural areas of Sri Lanka. 
I

4.a) Explain clearly what is rrieant by a Study Fopulation. 
I

b) A social researcher was interested in studying the problem of pesticide usel

among farmers in the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. He was consiraine6 nV al
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