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world' Although homegardens afe common in Sri Lanka,ttr" sysiem is not well documentedand economic value of the homegardens is not well assessei in gutti"uloa region. So themain objective ofthis study was to assess the contribution of homegardens to rural livelihoods.Specific objectives were to asses.rhe species composition i, rh"Jr;;;;;;;"r*il; ;r*"r.the contribution of homegardens to househola io"orn". p.irnu,y-autu *"." collected usingstructured pretested questionnai re in206 households in.three feiected divisional secretariatdivisions viz.Eravurpattu, Manmunai South a Eruullpuit" r;O r"*rapattu D. S. divisions.Secondary data were obtained from statigtical reports. Data,collected were subjected todescriptive analysis and frequencies. It wd6 found thut uu.rug" hous"hqld size was 4.41 andaverage monthly income of household was
I " "f

Rs' I 7' 723 '30 ' Schooling of head of household was negatively correlated with income fromhomegardens (p< 0'01)' Employment status ofthe household head also increased the incomefrom_homegarden significantry (p< 0.0r). Homegardens vary t;;.t*';;;"#; *otree density' There were sixteen different woody"spe6i"r fi";; i" the surveyed area. Themost common tree sn.ecj.gs recorded during this suivey include coconut, cashew, mango,banana etc' and annuals like brinjal, okra, birshitao, chiilie, onion, bitter gourd, snake gourdetc' It was noted that 10j8% of the household income was contributed by homegarden treesand35'26Yo by annuals' Homegardening *u, hampered by various factors such as waterscarcity, lack of space, lack of credit etc. If these obstacles could be overcome, properlymanaged homegardens will improve rural livelihoods una quuiity of life of farmers inBatticaloa.
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