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ABSTRACT

The insect pest populations in.relation to crop phenology of
pigeonpea and growing season were studied during the period from
May to Septernber | 1992 at Eastern University Vantharumoolai. A

susceptible varlety ICPL 87 lvas planted four times in 20 m2

plots at the spacing of at the spaclng of 30 cm x 10 cm at 1-5

days interval conmencing from 6.5,1"992. The experiment was

conducted under insecticide free conditions.

Insect sanples were obtained from 10 plants on the middle
portion of plots at the age of 30, 45, 50, 105 days after sowing.

Six insect pest species on pigeonpea r.re re recorded in thls
experimental area. They are glegiglellq gibbosa, llaqalurothrips
usitatus, Maruca testulalis, Euchrvsops cneius, and Melanasromvza

obtusa.

There were highly signlficant changes in the population of
pests Claviqralla qibbosa and Thrlps nith crop growth stages and

tine of sowing.

Clavlqralla qibbosa population r,'a s at peak at. 30.daVS after
sor.ring and 105 days after sowlng. Plots sown in May had

significantly higher population of this pest than plots sown in
June. Population of thrips r1'as at peak at 30 days after sowing.
Plot solrn in early part of May had,,the highest population of
thrips.

t
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Although other pests such ds

cneius, Mefanaqronvza obtusa irnd

durj-ng the period of sludy none

change ln thelr population during

This data showed that pest incidence is low during Yala
(from May to Septenber) and hence there is a high potent,ial to
cultivate this crop by adjusting the plantlng time. However, a

study has to be performed during Maha to confirm the results,

Faruce testulalls, Euchrvsops
Lampj-des b'oeticus were observed
of then shown any significant
the study.
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