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ABSTRAL]1

lidter is aD essential factor lor plant groilth About

three fourth of Sri Lanka comes under dr-v''-zone' in which viater

becomes particularlv a Iimlting resource during 'Yala' season'

Therefore, it is verv imPortant, a iarner in drI zone has to use

$ater at optimum 1eYe1. !\'erthough, up to now irrigati on water' in

Sri Lankd is unpriced. Lack of participation of water user5 in

s\'SteIn management a1ld inadequate funds tor oper-r i ori arrd

nainteDdnce (O & l1) acti.\'ities has been estir0ated throutt mdnv

studies. Ho$ever', the O & li fee cotlection \ as collapsed due to

many reasons.

The ob-iective of this studv is to estimate the econonjc

value of irrigation $dter in crop farming at Senanval''e Samrrdrd

(Ga1-ova) Right Barrk svstern. Data needed for this studY $ere

collected fron Senarrovake Samud.a Rigbt Bank S\'6tem ared tbrough a

sample sur\e\', usintl an inter\'ieN schedule Thc sample consisted

of 30 fdrmers selected on a combination of random sampling

(multiple stage samcl ing) methods

Linear prlrgranming technique ri'as used as the melhod of

analysis profit rrtaximization through crop cultivation was

considered as the ob-iective under constraintl of land, labour'

capita I and water , Technical crop water requirement were

calculated using CROPYAT, a comp.rter programme' lbe resuLts

in.licated that base'f on current qondition of crop cultivation and

market for'inputs ancl products, the econolnic \alue or irrigation
water was RF,.2,246/- per two acre feet.
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