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ABSI'RACT

Agro-pesticide usase in r:elation to recomnended plant pr:otection

neasures, sources of infoflratiotr resarding applicatiorr, piotective
nea-sures and lrazaids r€re studied by intervieldng randmly ch@sen lla
vegetable farners from predoninantly vesetable srowins areas of Batticaloa

district, drrins the 1992/93 tlaha, usirrg a stmctured quesiionnaire.

Arnone the fa.ners interviewed, 45.5 percenl- of Lhen r,lcre able tro

identify pest and diseases, idrile g4-9 pern)nt of them w)rc able tr) sclc(:l:

pesticides to control pcsL and diseases on their oltn exnerienec.

Asricultural [xtensioo wor:kers were fodnd to play minor role in
disemi atina plant protectior jnforlll.rtton irr the study arca.

Althoush 7O.:l lx:rccnt of the respondent farmers expected instiant

"knockdom" o{ pest a d (liseascs allcr Pest icide appl ication. The n€ed l-o

keep t:lx) crop rbsolrt ly "pest free" u til sate of prq:krce .esulted in

about 59 pe.cent of the farncrir lrbrayins pesticides before appearence of

pest and disc.rse Sincc a na-iority of the farners\feli that reco nendcd

levels of dosasc doe.r not control pest and diseases eftectively a d

co|llpletely, 62 perccnt of the farlners ose hisher: concentrations t:han

r€comnended lcvels. Itrrther, 77, pcrcent of the farlners used .ock rail

mixtures of p.sricides and fungici.les, to,mrrol many ryPes nt test add

.i iscssos s in'r I I nnr.ous ly.

Itajority of tl!) fanm€ls are adherins to th€ ieconmended time

interval tiet${refl succcssive pesticide applications. Ibwever as more tllrn

aO percent of the farmer:s survcyed were harvestins their prtxil(:e \,/ithin 2

rceks atrci arDlication of pesijcides, thc iesiduat effect of pesticidcs

sprayed on crops caJr reach cons"mers throuljh the marketing .hannel.



Also it was found that 68 percent of the sp(ayer operators or

farners did not adopl: any protectiwe drile only 36 percent of

the farners liro adopt. protective meas res used hand gloves an.l covered

nose and nouth with a piece of cloth.

Also 4() percent of the farners had experienced pesticide
poi sofling. The nain carrses for not adopting protective neasur€s were

inadequate proLective clothing available and had experienced that r.Teari os

hand gloves 3nd oask was ilrconvenent rfri1e sprayins-

The distribution of pesticides is purcly done by the private traders

in the aaea- cost oI p€sticides to the total cosr of prdlu.:tiorr l,Jas

hiehest lor brinjals.rnd lor,.esr for oni(ms. The nosL profiLahl. crops in

the district rrer€ oni(ms and okra,
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