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ABSTRACT.

Paddy farmers, in general, perceive pesticides as important inputs in rice production.
Indiscriminate use of pesticides resulted in the environmental, economic and health
problems. This is the rational for IPM technology. IPM is based on the premise that
better agronomic practices, maintenance of agro ecosystem and integration of various
pest control methods into cohesive strategies. IPM emphasizes the use of natural
control mechanisms and reduction in the use of chemical pesticides. CARE
Intemational conducted training on the aspécts of IPM via FARMER FIELD
SCHOOLS (FFS), a non formal educational method of FAQ, i order to impart IPM

knowledge to paddy farmers in Porathievu Pattu Divisional Secretariat Division.

The study attempted to asses the impact of IPM training in terms of trained farmers
awareness and adoption of IPM practices and the Diffusion of IPM techniques from

trained farmers to untrained farmers and consequent adoption of IPM practices.

The data was collected by interviewing a stratified random sample of 60 paddy farmers
from the p_lrogxammea implemented localities of Batticaloa district and from various

, i
secondary sources.

The farmer training method (FFS) used in the prog,rammé has contributed substantially
to knowledge acquisition of IPM. The concept of IPM has not reached sufficiently to

untrained farmers. Role of other extension sources in the dissemination of IPM was



ii
poor. Most of the trained farmers have adopted IPM techniques. The adoption of IPM

has reduced the cost of pest control substantially and increased the yield level.

Limitations are identified in the adoption of IPM such as restrictions in the availability

of inputs mamly water and fertilizer and non adoption of IPM by neighboring farmers.

Trained farmers recognized the economic and environmental benefits of IPM. This will

contribute to the sustainability of IPM.

The study recommends follow up programmes have to be conducted to reinforce the
concepts of IPM and to achieve better understanding. Farmer organizations have to be
established or reactivated as IPM can effectively be progressed via the collective action
of farmers. Limitations in the accessibility of infrastructures such as input supply and
marketing have to be eliminated. Further research should be carried out to assess the
impact of traming on the awareness, adoption and diffusion. of IPM and on the

development of technologies for IPM.
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