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A shrdy was carrie{i to ascedain the econornics of sma}l scale onion cu}tivation in

Batticaloa district u,ith regard r* sacio-eeanomic characteristics of &re farmer' technalogr

used, marketing channels and profitahiiity. Five villages i* the major onion proclucing

treas were purposively selected ftr the sfudy' Dda rn'as collected u*sing a pre-testad

questionnaire f.om 5() ranclomly selected farmers in the area

Itnns otrserved that almost all the farmers cultivaie 3 onion crops Fer year. h{ost of the

farnern were fulltime cultirratorx ra'ith an averagP farm size of il'4? acs' {'(?9'i'} ' They

spent more rnoney prrchasing seecl materials ancl had difficulties in obtaining it on time'

Managemenr practices such as fertilizer application, irrigarion, ivsed and pest & disease

conFol rryere carrieil out b3' rn';st of tite frarmr'rs to a gfeat extent' 72a/q *f farmers use

differer*tincis ofmixtrre offerrilizer af a time as top- ciressing {appliecl4 to 5 times I crop

sea^ron).

The average yieltl otrtained by the samples! farmers *'as 4,218"66 Kg per acre anii

hy$rest yield vr.a< otrtained in th* village of Kailuw'anehilnrdy (4,506'?? Kg I Aci' Mast of

thern trad obtaineil loans fom tsanks and Apv and nearly 5(l% of frurners w-ere noi

satidieil rvith the loan prorricled aril only 4 i.83% of th.em hari resetfled tha laan. h{.ost of

the fanners also got loan in 'kintt' from NG(-l's'

Only few farmers store their produce &ie ta tririor storage fbcilities- Onion proelucers

sold their proiiucts tc merchants. ancl mrtidlemen Som the villagg anc! from other areas'

Middlemen prot,le.rn also exists in Sre rnarlceting channel for onions. Tle average cost oJ'

pldt ctipn vi,as Rs. 38,{i40.98 Frer afire zuid highest cost af prtphrction vl'as obsen'ed in the

village of Kalurn anchihrdr. The average profit rvas Rs.62,477 per acre and hi$rest prcfit

$,as obsen ed in the village of Kaiurnanchikucly. The an'erap;e productivity rv'as 19.$7 Kg t'

lr{anriay labour used arnd highest produetivity',4'a-s observed in the village of Kalrrlhavalai'

Ttre average total cosf af prnrhrctifln rlra*\: Fl.s.9.tl? trrer I<-g of tlrion prodrrced anrt lflr+'est

cost *f prociuctinn r,,,,tls ohsen,eci at Fl.aluvvanchikudy ills' ?.?3 prer Kg o{'onions}'



iryut sr.trply and mitldlemen problems amqiority of fmmers had
:criltivdirg onions. Hence, Onion cultivation os a small scale is
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