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ABSTRACT

A laboraroly experiment was conducted to study the searching elficicncy of thrce

difterent Coccinellid beetles leeding on Aphids This study was conducted at the

Biology labomtory oflhc faculty ofAgriculiure' DUSL

The searching efficiencies of Mero.rrilrrr ser,'ndculaL.'s' Coccinella lransrlersolis and

Micraspis discolor \,r'ere compaled. Cliriciclia and Clorvpea plants were used as the

host ofAphids. A.s the stucly showed th 
^t 

M sexnaculdtlts 1s an elficient predaiot and

further studies werc carried out on the searching efficicncy of lhe larval stages of

M.sexmcrculaulS agaiost Aphids collected irom Cowpea And the consLlmption late of

males and lemales ol M sexmdct.lalus \...as also co$parcd'

Each spccies of coccinellids was provided with 25 aphids, collected from different

host plants, in petri dishes and the number of aphid sutvived was counted after si\

hours. The searching elficicncy was calculate d rsi\\gNicholson equalion (1933)'

The similar method was adopted to co,nparl the predatory effect of larval stages of

i4.sextttaculatus and lo compare the consumption rate betwcen adilt male and lemale

o[ M. sexmaculallts otl cowpea aphids.

There was no significant (p>0.05) ditTerence between M sexmacttlalus and C

l
ttant'rersalis in tlreir searching efliciency l-ot lphis cta(:cito'"'r' Bul the consumption

rale af M. sexmaculalus was higher than thai o f L l,il,l)rc/v'/Ir The lo\!esl searching

efficiency was observed with Micra\)is (liscolor' Therc was signillcant difference

(p<0.05) between the plant species on the searohing efficiency of coccinellid species

All species showed higher consumption rate of aphids collected from cowpea plants
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