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Abstract

Production and reproduction parameters wete estimated for Sahiwal breed at

Nikaweratiya Nalional Livestock Development Board farm Data u'ere collected

from 75 history sheets for the cows calved between the period ofyear 1990 to 2000

DatawereanalyzedlolthetraitsofAgeatfiIstcalving(AFC)'lac|ation]ength(LL)'

dry period (DP), Total lactation milk yield (T\[Y), calving interva] (Cl)' gestation

lengh (GL), lactation number (LN)' birth weight (BW) and calving to service period

(csP).

The values ofthese characters were compared with those values repofi€d by other

workers in Sri Lanka as well as in other tropical countdes Analysis of variance u'as

carried out fot TMY, Cl. LL and birth weight The estimated mean vaiues for these

production tralis were 1144 :!533 ljt/lac (r SD)' 278 t65 6 days' 98 159 8 davs' 2l

t2.5 kg for TMY, LL, DP and BW respectively Reproductive traits were 4l +6 9

months. I 17 1102.7 days, 380 t64 2 days and 2'79 !6 2 davs for AFC' CSP' CI and

GL respectively. Milk yield was significantly inflr:enced by month of calvine'

iactation length, age at first calving and year of calving Lactatjon length was

significantly influenced by lactation number' dry period and calving to service

period. Calving intenal was significantly influenced by calving to service period

Birth weight was not significantly influcrced by CSP' AFC' LN' DP' Sex' year of

ialr,ing (YOC) and month of calving (MOC) \

The study revealed that the pedormance of Sahiwal breed at Nikawaretiya farm

rvas lower than its peformance on otffer larms in $ri Lanka and other tropical

countries Such as Pakistan, India, Bangladesh The present performance level could

be improved by gif,ing attention to present feeding regimes and other managenent

practices

Finally suggestions are given for the improvement of Sahi\a'al breed perlormance at

Nika$aletiva larm on feedinq b-eeding and other maragenent praclice'
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