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Abstract

A study was colrductcd to evaluatc and fiDd out the efJlcicnt lijt ilr.igation nethod

based on farmer's ecouomic slatLls and liclcl lcvcl leasibilily al N.lanntllniti SoLrth

and llnrvil Pattu, Kaluwanchihudy If.S divisioD. u,hich is locate(i in thc Brlticalou

district ofEastcrn part ol Sri Llrnka.

High litcracy ratcs ate lbund among the larnt,:rs in thc stucjy area. N4osl ol tltc

larncrs (6l.B7o) are identified as full timc larmers. lrarnring expcr.icrrce, nuntbcr

offamily menrbers involved in laming, averagc holding size, land use ancl type of

soil arc also discllssed

in the sludy area, deep aquiller is mostly observcd

overcorlrc the watcr shortagc. farmers use tube wclls

DlaiD wirlcr sourcc and 10

limited nunrbcr'.in

-Ihe idcntified lilt i igalioD methods at thc stLrcly locatioDs are analyzed. .l.hc

present percentages of tlre dillerclt irrigatiolr methods are cornparcd\vith thal rn

the past to esliDate the dcgree of aclaptatiorl oJ new nrethods. lt is cviclent that

most of the faLmcrs are presently using eithcr kerosenc (60.4%) or elcctl.icjly.

(14.1%) which ar; the main sources ofpower tbr irdgation punrps. lJnalailabilit).
1

of electricity supply at tl)e llcld level is found to bb linritilrg ihe usc ol'elecuiu

purrps. Total cost oI irtigation usiug keroscne an.l 
"lect,.ic 

pl nps arc cslintatcd

and compared, It was lbund tlut thc rLnnirg cost ct1-kcroseDc pultps is 11,1.5%,

higher than the electric one. lntroducing inryrovecl ir.r.igation rnethods and

plovision of subsidics to purchase irtigation equipnreuts lnay help 1d ifitl()vc thc

elficiency of inigation in this ar-ca.


