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Abstract:

Suitable soil types, water availability, better infrastructures and marketing facilities
have been major factors determining agricultural productivity in any region of world.
Attempts to identify the most suitable arcas for agriculture will definitely leads to
increase overall agricultural productivity in the Batticaloa disirict which is situated in
the Eastern region of Sri Lanka. Decision-making is the important process in this
manner. In view of this a spatial computer model, called BATTI-LAND was
developed for identifying agricultural potential area with special reference and
application to Batticaloa district. Furthermore, a software package was also
developed as an application of Microsoft Access with Visual Basic interface referred
to as Agricultural Information System for Batticaloa (AISB). The package contains
various information on fref?h water availability, infrastructures, and land cover, and
allows for selection/identification of suitable areas through the user interface. This
allows the user to identify an area that is suitable for a particular crop to be grown
with :his preference. The developed model has the potential to §how the suitable
Batticaloa maps of user wish. The overall goal of this project was the cost effective
integration of computer-based Decision Support Systems using easily available

software platforms (such as MS Excel) for identifying agrieultural potential area in

b {
1

Batticaloa district. i
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