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Abstract

Water is a very important tesouce for entire livi[g organisms. The dcnland for fresh

water is increasing every day. ln Sri Lanka, distrjcts that are in dry zone have severe

drought in dry season and hearl flood in rainfall times Coastal areas face difficulties in

quaiity of drinking water as seasonal salination due to the seapage The east coast of

Ampara district has limitations in availabiliry oi good quality water and Tsunalni also

creates salinity to the ail water sources in coastal viilagcs ofthis district One ofthe u'ay

10 improve their water availability is rainwater harvesting. Therefore. a str.ldy \\'as focused

on the acquiring relel'ant inlormation from the rural communit,v and sustainability ofrair

water harvesting in Tsunami affecred areas of Ampara drsfirlt lnforrn,rtit,r \\as galhered

by' a household survey using structured questionnaire. Data \!ere anal,vzed using

Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Il was found that qater scarcity mainly

depends on lhe lanily size. Lack of arvareness and space availabilit.v Nere thc mdin

reasons for rejecting the rainwater han'esling q'stem. The capacit) of existing tanks is

insulficient no store rain water to meel lhe water demands 1br domestiq consurnplion

tlroughout the year for tire families which have n]ole t1]an five members Tl u'as

recommended that proper awareness should be developed in area before implemetrting

tainwater harvesting system and the people should be tnined about the operation and

1

maintcnance of rainwate- harvesr:n- aner \ onslruclron,
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