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Abstract

In brojler production, the leed cost comprises 70-80'% oftolal cosl ofproduction At

present the leed mills use inported fishmcal lN the lnaior soulcc ofanimal prolein

The potentiality of usjng aqualic rnoss as a ma.jor source of protein has not been

stLrdicd in detail. l'he use of So1'a as am.lor sourcc of protein \i-ill bring down thc

cosl of prodLrction of broilers. Hence. a study was oonducted to study thc stritability

ofrcplacing Soya wifi locally prcparecl aquatic ttoss in btoilcl ration.

The expcrimeDl $as conducted at lhe Livestock l"arm of Deparlment of Animal

Science. l:lastcrn l]nive$ity Sd l,anka. for a period of 45 da,vs bcginning lion 27"

Scptember to l lth November 2002.

Local aquatic moss (.('huelomatphLi spp) *as collectecl fiom Mailarnpavelli lagooll.

The nlrlrienl composition of Chticbmorphat spp was determined by ploxilnatc

anallsis. lhc crude protein. elher extract. ash and sall |onlert on dry oattcr basis of

'rqubrij.nu",'\\cr. l .ll.'" 4 il:'nd 0 l-5'o rc'pccr:\cl).

The cxpcriment consisled oi five tr-catmcnts inciuding a conuol lation (100%' Sor"a

mell) aDd forn cxpcrimcnlal rclions. In the cxpcrimcntal ralion 8or- a ncal u'as

rcplaced by aquatic moss 6n sdight basis el the proportior]s of 20. 30 ,10 and 50%.

Each treatmcnt consisted of l$o replicales (10 chicks rvele alldtted to each l cplicare).

Ilccorcls \!ele maintainetl for fccd intake and weighl ofbircls. stafting l'rom 20'r'da,v

ol the experinrcntal pcriod. Data \\'ere collectcd at weekly iDler!al.



on feed consumption,

lThe overall mean ialue

weight gain, and feed conversion

of the above traits werc 9.42kg,

i:nent and week on the above mentioned traits were studied

ed on the results it was concluded that treatment three (Soya meall

: 60%:40%) is the best replacement combination. iD addition

were made for fluther studies.
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