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AltS't'tt,,\cf

AloLrrrd 197,000 tca srnall holdcls alc engrgccl in cultivirlion ol lcal !o\cr rrU

approxinately 400,000 holdings in l4 adflirlistrative distlicts in the islancl. As in

plevjous years, the tea seclor continued to doninate and contribuled 65'% ol'tolal tea

productio[ in 2005 due 10 both grcatcr litnd rrca Lrscd as rvcll as liighct yiclcls. Small

holding scctor hold,l5% ofthe rrea Lxr(lcr lca pl fLriLion. 'l'hc dvcrngc viclcl in lhe smirll

holder sector was 1,867kg/ha in cornparison ro I,i5lll(g/ha i11 the cstate scclor in 2005.

The Tea Rcscarch lnstitute introduced nc\\ lcrtilizcr rccomnendaliou ibr matllle te.r iil

2000. I-lowcvcr'; the adoplion olthis ncrv le ilizer mixtue by thc rcsponclcnts is fuor

Tl]c nrajor objccti!cs of this stLraly () !lcl0rnlinc tl)c lcvcl o1'adoptiol) o1'Lhc nc\\,1\

Iecommenclcd le|tilizer mixture uncl lo usscss thc inllLrencc ol alliLudrs lo!!arals thc

rccommendatiorls ou the selection ol l'errilizcr by thc rcsponclcnts. l'hc nrcthod eclople(l

lor primary data coiicction ir1 the sLucly was lhc slLLvcy rcsearch throllgh pcrsonal

inteiTie,]as using a structLlrcd.luesLionrairc. iuli)rrl'riLLion rclatccl 1o lca culti\ation and

fenrlrzel Lricgc, s,rciu ce,rnunic (h.r.i!tcrs. hnd irnd crop inlbrDalion. alttitudo o1'thc

respondenls plant nlrtrilion, inlomration sourccs. brLsis o1 f'crtilizcr selecli('r. crcdibilil)

of inlormation solrrccs wcre gathercd lor a group of rl5 lespondents selcctcd randoml!

Pasgoda tea small holclings arca. \4ost o1' Lhc tca small hoLdc|s usecl rheold llll nlixture.

espe0irlly thc U70t Lri\1llr1l ,66.tt,/,) lnrl 'l'l li0

Only 22%, uscd thc ncw ll{1 nrollll-c lcil lrixllllc. l{tsonponLlcnts uscd olliLudc obout

changes in growth of plant, dlrrution of high prodLrction and thc yield potcntial as tl'rcir

basis of fcr riliz,:r' -c1.. ti"rr

1.,. 1tr . r\ .i tlrc r t-r:r r, ir'li r..L, n'ri.
obllin inlonnrlioll ehorrl tcx lxrminl, Ncarlv ll0%,

Majority ol lhe respondunls (,1iJ.t'I))

and 6,7 % r'cspolldenls usod 1l/[O 10

ofitspondents rcccived inlormation froff bo(h ll]clorJ'and ot/cr furncrs. AboLrt 1i'% ol'

rcspondents received inlbrnation fionl bolh lirctory and TI/EO. N'Iany oI thc respon.]ents

(78%) had lncdium nltitucle to\\'ards lhc pracLicrl aspecls ol thc ncw fe ilizor mixlure and

55.6'10 ol thc respondonts hacl high alliludes towar(ls thc ecoronic aspccls of the ne\\

fertilizcr mixtrucs.



calculated by using the anlount ancl ftcquency ol usc of VPLC-lllJ0

ling to the yield lcve1.

reasbns for the iow adoption \,'crc; Iow practicability

new rgcommcndations. Mosl lrequently mcntionecl

influences

reason for

distributiorj

the

not

oimixlure wcrc interfcrencc ol' tca lactory il1

that the knowlcdbc rnd adoptiolt ol (he ncw LcconrmeuclaLion rvcrc

ptive trials in the rc'gion. cosl bcnefil analysis on new lertilizer

, improve the service of the cxlollsiorl officcrs of'lSllDA could bc

the increase in thc adoption ol now lc11ilizcr recolnncndation

I
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