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Alls LllA(l l'

,\t prcsc t. thc \\hil.llics (llcrniptcre: 'Alclro'lidac) llrc onc ol lhc lrrosl dclcl'rioLrs

inscct pcsLs in lhc Ihllicoloa district ol Sri I anlia lhc \\hiLcllics attacl( e \.'ide rrngc

ol-pl0n1s inclLrding !cgcL'rblcs nrc'licinal lluit 'r cl wild crops' Nl'rftin arrrl NioLrnd

(l{)07) rctorlcd thll thcrt lrc lnorc thrn 1500 *hilcll) \pccics lotrnd lhrougLroul thc

\\orld. Da\i(1 (1991) rcportcd thlt the l'runa olsri l-'rnkarr \\hitcll) consisl\ o1-49

spccies. llo\\c\cr LLntil n()\\. rlo sludies hx!e bccn ronduclcd on \\hilcfly spccics in

Lhc llatlicolor r:lisl|ic! ll!crlhoogh. $hi!c11ic\ ran bt controllcd bv chcrric'rl oLlllural

rnd phrsiocl rrclho(ls. thcsc can bc cllcrli\'el) nran'rgcd b) bio conl|ol xgenls

cspcciall\ Prrrsiloids.

.lhisslud\'\\lscondtlcLcdinlllc.\glonom!lllrrn.l]dstcltlt]1rilcrsil).sliI-lllkaand

a(llaccnl arces 'l\rcnt\' jnlcsLc(l tc0!cs \"crc collcclcd liom cllch ol thc hosl \\ild

tllnL\ li)r Lhi\ slud)' 1lrc ilrsccls bcl{rn!l tu thc lamil): '\lc)rodidle ol tho ordcri

llellliplclll$clcidclllilicdb}collectil]gthcllcshILlpNlclscslndptl|lllL]1.!rhiLcl.lics'

r\licr niLrnlirlg on lhc sliLlcs- thc pLLpN ancl plrPal casc! \\crc ob\ervcd undcr Lhc

llricr)seopc rncl nlor.lrhological charlrcter\ \!crc rcco|ilctl irinrll;- lhc !\11ile1l]

spccits \\crc idt tilicd \\ith lhc hcll ol r"'onoiric caLakrgues rrl irlcrrrilication

1

lhc frresitired P P'rc o1'

fara\i1oids. lhc tr erged

\\hitellj \\crc rcarcd LrnLil the clncrgtncc of adLrll

aL[rlt ParNsiloicls wcrc closell clalnincd undcr the



microscopc irncl lnorphological chrraclcrs \\'cre rocorLlcd llach prrasitoid \\'as

idenlilie.l $ith tho hclp ol-lixonomic c0lirlogucs- piclorial and idcnlillcation kcls

There wcre lhrce dill'ercnt spccies ol !\'hireflies rarnel\ 'liictle1trcLle\ vrPoruriortltll'

Le,ti\iLt tuthoci and llcutoltctt\ Llivcrtus infcslcd lllc wild clops

lllo ll)mcnoplcran par.rsitcrids spcoi'\ litu't.\itt ribccn\i\ ancl EncLtr'tiLl

gtktdelaupdc ere lbun.l rs parasitoids of lhe \\lrilctl)' s|ccics altacking thc \\ild

flanls in thc stuLl) aroa ,Alnong thesc t\!o parrsiLoids' Enctn:iu tibt:ctttis *as

prerlo inantl) lound in this area. lJolh Pamsiloids pirasiLizcd the rrtnlphal instars

and cnrcrgcd llom lhc pupac ol hilcllv

'l\o \\ild planls nanrcl! \\ild,{'1.r,i/ri)/ sp .:nd T'art inllid (alopPlr \!erc recorded as

thc hosl pt.rnts lit'lhc illio!c mcillioncd \\hitcllics in lhe slud) arca
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