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, ABSTRACT

Famers use many information sources and channels for obtaining agricultural

information on improved agronomic practices in paddy cultivation. This study

investigated the impact of infomation sources on the adoption of agronomic pracbces

on paddy farming areas in Tdncomalee dist ct in terms of relevant socio_economical

and technical factors. The specific objective of the stucly was to investigate the

preferertial agricultural information sources and channers of famers for obtainins

infomation about the agronomic practices on paddy farming.

For this purposc five Divisional Secretadat (DS) divisions were selected in Trincomalee

District where comparably higher exlents ofpaddy cultivation were done.

For the..survey, AI raDges were selected as first elementary unils and then Grama

Niladary (G1$ Divisions ivere nndomly selected. Sample oI 250 respondents were

drawn by selecting tcn fa'-e* randomly in each GN division and data \jlere collected by

personnel contact using a pre tested questiomaires.

From the results it was found that o$,n expe ence andrfellow farmers were the most

utilized sources of agricultual infonnation related to improved agronomic practices on

paddy cultivation in Trincomalee district. The sample farmers depended on their owll

erperience. as tlre lain souce ol inlornrdfion regarding the use ofimprored agronomic

placlic€s.



Agricultural extension officers and input dealers especially agrochemicals

*re second most'preferred sources by the sample farmers in getting

information related to ag.onomic practices on paddy cuitivation.

dea.lers were

agricultura.l

Radio ard television were also prefelred by the farmers of Trincomalee district but only
a small proportion of farmers received information from Agricultural depanment

leaflets, News paper, Radio, T.V, and posters.

It was suggested to establish a well equipped agricultural information center in the
premises of each Agrarian Ser-vices Centre (ASC.) in study area to provide tccessary

informarion ro lhe paddJ larmers in lhe area an.t r.) area arrd to auange media forum groups (radio

and television) to discuss the content of radio/television agricultural programs which

would enable effective transfer ofrtew improved farm practices and new teclxlologres.
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