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ABSTRACT

Farming without use of synthetic chemicals is commonly referred as organic
farming. It is increasingly popular well over the world even in Sri Lanka.
Kaluwanchikudy village is one of the predominant agricultural productive villages in
Batticaloa district and area more than 10% of farmers was involved in organic
cultivation more than two years. Each farmer was grown different crops in more than
0.25 acre land.
The survey was conducted to study the feasibility of organic farming in
Kaluwanchikudy village in the Batticaloa district. The survey covered 40 farmers
from Kaluwanchikudy South GN division, which is located in Kaluwanchikudy
village in the Batticaloa district. A pre tested questionnaire was used to collected data
from organic farmers and collected data was analyzed using descriptive statistics.
Socio economic aspects of organic farmers, management practices, investment and
cost of production returns from the production, problems faced by the farmers during
management were studied. All the farmers used family members for their cultivation.
Most of the farmers (68%) in arca got subsidies as a source of investment for the
organic farming.
Management practices such as selection of planting material, soil and fertility
management, water management, weed management, pest and diseésc management,

: *, _ |
spraying equipment use were carried out by most of the farmers to a great extent.
They didn’t use any special practices for storage, tranéportati'on and marketing. 67%
of them used vermiwash as liquid manure. 62.5% of respondents used glyricidia for
wind breaks and used as physical barrier to control wind transported disease. They
prepared neem extract and oil extracted from botanicals used to control pest and also

used as repellent.



The average yield varied with the type of crop and extends of land cultivated. Each
farmer cultivated different crops. Initial costs of production become high and then it
was reduced. Average cost of production is Rs.19,550/=.

High initial cost of production and awareness of farmers has become a barrier in the
development of the organic farming. Availability of cowdung, scasonal changes in

market price, lack of extension service, awareness of consumers was also noted in

this survey.
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