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ABSTRACT

ion scheme developlrent is one ofthe most coninlonl) practised stralegies lo

lood sell sr-rf'ficiency in most of the developiltg counhies. Therelbre. it is

ssary to assess the inpact of the ilrigation inlervention on the dif'ferent members

comnrunity. This r'esealch aims at assessing the intpacl of irr.igation

enlioD on crop cultivation. livestock production. heahh and environntent.'fhese

parameters will tell rrs a lot about the situation olthe farmers' livelihood and socio-

economic aspects in general.

is rcsearch rvas conducted at the Rugan comnland area betwecn Noventber 2009

to February 2010 using a questionnaire based study- sysienl. For the study purpose

the cpnrmrnd arca qas di\ ided into three regiots namely head. mid and tail based on

the distar]ce liom the tank. Secondar) data re\te\\. Le\ inlorrnant inteIriew. and

qLrestionnaire sLrLVey were used as Drethods ofdata collection. I-loth qualilalive and

quantitative researcl't n'letllods were used lbr the data analysis.

Study proved that anong the three regiors. paddy.is the nain crop planted in large

scale fanning. Most of the f'armers (62.5%) owned less thar sac exlent ol land.

Neally 30.8% of lanners o\\'ned 6-10 acrcs of land inc[Lding high lands. Fron] the

study il u,as revealed that, about 6Vo ol'l'anners lioIll head are doing twice a year

rproduction and also most of the lar-nrers (L)ouo) Usin! r?hk \^ater as nraior solrrce.

lA.fter the end of internal war extent of cultivalion land is no\\, increased however.

irrigatiorl $ater availability and rain fall are tl.te controlling factor.s. Therc is no

difference in socio economic and livelihood olthe f'armers among the head. nlid and

tail. Though the living status offarnlers increasing rhrough the Rugam scheme.



increased straw and increased natural vegetation during the dry period,

which is controlling factor for the livestock development in command area.

still besides the positives impacts ofthe schemes it is also result in some

helped the farme$ to get pasturc and fodder for their livestock

changej especially salinity and soil fertility decrease. Women

a lot from the schemes by producing vegetables and renting their land on

Though the living status of larmers increasing through Rugam scheme

women pafiicipation (5%) was not at desirable level. lnigation activities

with major problems in managing the socio-cultural issues in the

area, maintenance. water allocation, water distribution, it is found that, the

ion of irrigation schemes highiy benefited the farmers in improving their

. It could .be obseNed that 82% of the famers were sufficient in the food

duction as well,,but the management syslems are very poor so that a maly

\e er\ irotunenral impacrs llav( been oh.erved.

: Irrigation, Command area, Rugam tank. water, Management, livelihood
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