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ABSTR{CT

Dairy fanning has been an integral pafi of the rwal econon)y of sri l-anlia At

present, the milk productiol'l in the cou0try ody meels about 26 percent of national

milk requirement because of increasing demand for milk and milk producls l'he

largesi cattle populaliotl is repofied fron thc dry and intem'lediate zoncs The wet

and wet intemediate zones produce 50 percent more milk than the dry and

intermealiate zones. Therefore, a detailed investigation ol the present status of rnilk

production, constrainls and ploblems ol milk ploduction in the Anpara District, in

dry zone ofSri Lanka is timcly dnd relevant.

This study was conalucted in the Anpara distrjct of tlre Eastem Province llonl

September 2009 to February 2010. The survey covered 120 daity lamrers from 24

villages, which werc located in six selected veterilary ranges slmtified random

sampling method was used and the data were analyzed using desc ptive statistios'

The study,revealed that, a maiority ('1970) oflhc dairy farners in the AnPara district

was over middle age group, only 257o of <lairy I'iuners rely on livestock l'arming

alonc or bearing i1 as their primary occupation Thcre werc 54olo dairy t'armers

practicing extensj\'e system and 32olo lbrmers were pmcticing sehi intensive systtm

and balanced taken by inteniive system. Ody 17 57q o'f f'amlers were rearing diary

animal lbr milk purpose.

The study proved lhat almost all the anirnal present in the surveyed alea were

indigenotts breed and cross breed. None of farme$ had pure European or Indian

breeds. In the Ampara district, firajority of dairy liuners allot the dairy animal for

free glazing in day time. I-lowever, in selni intelrsi"'e and inlensive famling system'



dairy animals fed with concentrate- There were 6o% of famrers were practlclng

artiflcial insemination only and 7% of lamcr used proper shed in the study area'

Ioot and mouth diseasc, pneumonia, wolm infection, bloal irnd diarhoeac were

prevalenl Jis(dsei in lhe Arrrl.JrJ di'lric .

From the study, the average millt productior liom the indigenous cattlc. cross brced

cattle anri blffalo were L3l litre / aninal / day, 2.65 litre / aninal / day and 2 92 litre

/ animal / day, respcctively. l'he avemge lactation period \ias 76 months rvhile

average cah,ing interval was 14.6 lnonlhs. Marketing of milk is very informal and

mi<1d1e man play a major role in purchasing and markeling of milk at the i'arm gale

price ofRs 40 /- per litre and most ofthe famers lion, semi intcnsive and inlensi\e

system sell their milk locally to neighbours at the average pricc of Rs 55/- per one

bottle (0.75 Lilre). Ihe considerable amounl of farmers also supplies milk to srrall

scale dairy processot. l,ow amount of milk is l1ow throurgh the hotel/ traders and

large scale processor (MILCO (pvt) Ltd)

ln the study ar€a. dairy famrcrs f'zrcing nrajor constraints and

availability, econonric, technical. marketing, and institution

of farmers (95%) cornplained o11 conshaints and plob]ens

7,!7o ol farmers on eionomic. 6970 of lalmcrs or tcchnical

problcms werF resoruce

and olhers. fhe majority

of resource availabilily,

and 6li/u of l'armers ott

marketing.

The potential for dairy farming in the Ampara district u'rs under utilized This

djstrict can colltdbule in grcatcr ploportioll to the econony ol courtry through the

development ofthe dair,v production and (emoving constraints and problems ofdairy

li1lmi g in the Ampara distict
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