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ABSTRACT

Pesticide related issues in Sri Lanka havc become a major concern in lhe rccen1 past.

They are widely used in agricultural production to prevent or cootrol inscct pcsts,

diseases, weeds and other plant pathogens in an effort to reduce or eliminatc yield

losses and maintain high product quality. Lhere is a highcr risk in pcsticide usage due

to hazardous nature of them. But, only very less efrphasis was given to fie health

impact ofthe farmers due to pesticide. Having rccogDizcd the need, present study was

conducted to assess the litmers' health effccts by pesticidc usage ofpaddy farrners in

Batticaloa district. 100 paddy fanners were selected by using proportionate szunpling

method and 55, 25, and 20 samples were cullected flom Erc! ur lattu. Por$[\ !L Patnl

and Koralai Pattu South Divisional Secretariat IJivisions.

Results revealed that nean falnil-v size of larmers rlas 4.75 and the average aDnual

income from paddy farming was Rs. 58267.49 per acre. A.lmost all fte larmers

depended on chemical pesticides for thc nranascilrent of$ccds. pcst ard diseases but.

'\
11% of tamers used cxtremelv hazardous weedicides at higher concentratioi than

recomnended rate and 32ol of lamers uscd cxtrcrrcly hazardous inscciicides at

higher conceihation than reconmcnded rate. Neifly 65% offarmers nere aflecled by

acute diseases due to peslifide exposure.

Vultiple regression anallsis was used io anal\'zc thc h<xltlr cost ler fcatmcnl The

resulLs showed that age of farrrers. education level, ailictcd by acute diseases and

death of family mcmbcr due to pesticide application in field u.ere positively and

sigoificantLy contributed to health cost 1'or diseases. But, extension contacts alid

considcration of direction Ibr pesticide application were negalively and significantly
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