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ABSTRACT

Fecd is the onc ofthe mosl signiflcant faclor to determine thc livestock prcduction.

T|e availabiljty ol lbeds depends on the clinlalic and envilonmental condilion To

maxirnizc the utilization of e).isting fccd and leed resources. lirmet-s should know

aboLLl thc available lccd in their local;ons.

ln this conlcxl a study was undeftaken to dctcrmine the availability of tbed and thcir

distribution in urban, village and remolc areas of Batticaloa district during the perjod

llonr Feb ary 2014 li) June 2014. Eramr, Vantharumoolai and Karadiyanaru were

selected for urban. village and renlote areas respcctively Fjfty lanners were selected

iom localion and atotal ol 150 f:rrmers were uscd to gather information Slratiflcd

randonr sampling method \\'as applied to thc survey and clata were analysed usirrg

descriptive slalistics. Aspects of socio econonic lbalures of iarmers, Liveslock

managenrcnt practices, leed infbrmation such as recent available leeds. lied

purchasing rate and consirains regarding feed in lhc study areas \rclc the ln,rjr'r

fJrirrnctirs (onsiderrrl in thc slrrd\.

The resu ll ofthe study revealed that about 600/o ol'f'arnrers had l0 ycars olexperienoe

in falnling, which is sulficient fbr bettel mancgeirenl and rare:ior nlore livcstock

produclion. Majority of th( famers in urban arca werc snall bo]ders (5896) hlrt

Majority of village and remote area larmcrs were medium holders. only 602 fbrmers

were praclicing inlcnsive farming systcm only jn the villagc area. Most olthc fal-mers

(averag,e 73.31'%) ir1 whole study arca were practicing cxtcnsive and s ni intensive

rearing systen. Most o fthe larrners reported lhat major constrairxs (82%) in larn was

high cosL lor concentrate feeds fullowed by 1ow price iol mjlk produclion, lack of

grasscs and grazing land. lack ol crcdit facilities. and drought.lLre to lack ofivalcr.



Pad.ly straw, rice bran, fudder (Gliricidia, lpil lpil ), kitchen wastes, crop rcsidue wel.e

major available lied in whole study arca. Paddy slraw was used by more than 7002 of

the farmers in each study areo.

Kitchen wastes were uscd by larmcrs regularly, such as coconuf scmp' vegelable

wasles, fish wastes, meat wastes, which arc major componcnt ol kitcllen wastes as a

Iivestock feed- Among Lhc nlilling by pr'oducts rice bran mostly used by farmers in

each study area. The price ofstraw and rice bran werc Rs 2500 per bllndle (four whcel

rrector loadl dn.l l.l. l< per kg re'pc.li\el).

To conclude. the condLrcive climatic conditions and paddy cultivation in thc region

are the acoepiable merits to the feed industr'y. Lack ofpastule and fodder producticn,

incrcasing cost lor concenlrate feeds, less adoption of improvcd managemont

practiccs anal lack of knowlddge about consewed leed nlaterial preparation are the

major limitations prcvailing in the sludy area. Taking nccessary remcdics to upli11 the

tcchnolog,./ involvcd in feed procluction and providing aDd educating tlre fanrets thc

merits of incorporaling improved managemcnt practices will give \1 boosi 1() lhe

livestock production.
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