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ABSTRACT

Nowadays popularity and demand for edible bivalves had increascd substantially

hotel industry. In Sri Lanka edible bivalves are highly available in Trincomalee .Lnd

Mannar. However data availability of statLrs of cdible bivalve production in Sri l-a[ka

is limited. Kiruiya DS division of Trincomalee district is thc only potential atea 1'or

the production of edible bivalves u'ten compare with other DS divisions of

Trincomalee. Therefore, a study was conducted to assess the prcsent status of edible

bivalve production in Trincomalee district with the obiectives ofidenlilying the edible

bivalve species in Trincomalce district, analyzing the present status ofedible bivaLve

production in Trincomalee dislrict and prcparing a document on the socioeconomic

status of edible bivalve fishers in 'frinconalee district. Ihis study was conducted in

Kindya DS division of Trincomalee district. A pre-tested structured questionnaire

uas uscd to collect the information. Stratilied rundom sampling $,as used to select thc

bivalve lishen ind a total number of 120 bivalve lishers were intcrvie\\,ed during the

l-reld investigution. The collected data rere imalyzed by using SPSS 16.0 statistical

solir4,are. The edible bivalve species $.ere identified by visual observation.

The edible bivalvb fishers in Kinriya dcpended nuinlr on biialre collection and

tishing tbr Lhrir lireljLrootl. M jorit\ of the bivalve fishcrs' main occupation \,vas

tishing \rhile they collectecl bivalves in specific season cs pdrt rime inb. Wild

collection method \aas rLsed by the bivalve fishers to collect thc bivalr,.es. The bivalve

fishers had good indigenous knou'ledge about cdible bivalve lishing. March to

September is the peak lishing season for edible bivalves. Majority of the bivalve

fishcrs involved in collcction of oysters, cocklcs and clixtls. Clam was the highly



poduced bivalve in Kinniya. Mussel was collected by few bivalve iishers. Among the

edible bivalves, cockle was the most expensive one. Howev€r the marketing

knowledge of the bivalve fishers was very low. A big propotion of the collected

bivalves sold at niche maiket in Kinniya. The functions of fishery co-operative

societies in Kinnya were not salislied by bivalve fishers. The lc!'el of extension

seflices reached to the study area was very low. The main constraint jn edible bivalve

production was adv€rse climate. Olher problems of the bivalve fishers were lacL of

equipment, lorv selling prices for bivalves and fish, problems in getting credit, low

extension services, poverty and various physical atlects due to th€ bivalve collection

and shucking. l'he research revealed that there is a potential for edible bivalve export

from Trincomalee. Market facilities, export faciliti€s, ext€nsion seryices, credit

facjlities and communiqT empowerrnent programs shoold be given to the edible

bivalve fishers in Kinniya to improv€ their income and living standard.
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