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ABSTRACT

The wide intensificalion of agriculture using indLlstriel models that grows annual

legetable crops in mono or poly cultutc is characterized by strong dependency ol

influxes. Pest management in particular relies heavily Llpon the use of synthelic

chemicals.Commonsideeffeclsofpesticidesincludenotonlyresistancedevelopnrenl

but also environmental impacts on the clivers;ty, composition and lllnctioning of natural

ecosystems throughout the rvorld.

Like many other developing countries, pesticide related isslres associated with posticide

usage are high in Sri Lanka Trirrcolnalee district is one ollhc vegetable cultivating area

inSrilanka'MuthurDilisionalsecletariat(DS)clivisionislhemajorvegetable

producing area in Trincomalee clistrict Fanners in the study atca using pesticide heavily

and pesticide residues of lresh vcgetables becomc major concern duc to the sattty and

quality of lhese products.Ior consumet Having recognized lhe necd' a questionnxire

surley was conducted to find ollt pesticide usage practices of farnrers on vegetable

cultivation in Mutur DS division of Trincomalee District Simple randon sampling

mcthod \tas used to select respondenls' fot the survcy and the collecled data werc

anaiyzed statisiically. Thc results revcaled that more than 20 chemicals rvere used by

farmers including insecticides and fungicides Abolrt 9l7o ofthe fenners applicd single

pesticides and neally 327u ofthe brinjaiproclucing latrners upplitd pesticido more than

22-timcsormorepercroppingseason'Furthel,42ooollhc+illieproducingfirmerst
applied pesticide l0- 18 times pcr cropping season ancl lungicides ate routinely applied by

most ol'these fbrmers, irrespecti!e oflhe prevalence ofpcst and diseases Around 407n of



the larmem applied more than the recommended dosage of pesticides and about g0% of

the farmers harvested vegetables $/ith less prc_harvcst interval than the recommendalion.

These problems cause serious illness in Tr.incornalee District. Due to the survey fufther

revealed that there was no proper storage methocls tbr pesticides and no proteotivc

measures were pract;ced by sprny operators. l.herefore, this study ibund oul that l.armers

in the study area were ignorance on recon1mended pesticide usage practices. Hcnce, tr is

essential to educate the larmers about recommended pesticide usage practiccs. redLlcecl

usage ol synthelic pesticides and the use of organic larnring practices to reduce the ill

effects to human and the environment.
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