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, ABSTRAC'T

Rice milling induslry contributcs as one ofmajor livclihood of?olonnaruwa district. Sri

Lal*a. Though thc Iescarch sfudics about thc socio-economic and problcmatic

environment ofthis induslry are lack jll. Thcrclbrc this strLcly u'as dcsigned to identily 1he

socio-cconomic oharacteristics of thc rnilling iDdLlstries. analyze lhc factors alitcting the

ptoductive elficiency and idcntify the problems and solutions laced by ffilling industries.

For this purpose 60 rice mili o\\nc$ \\'ere selected by simplc randonl sampling in 5 tnalor

ricc producing Divisional Secretariat Divisions of Poiannaruwa District. Sri Lanl(a.

Among thosc. 20 mills werc selected from cach category under thc Modern, Semi

nodem and lraditional type mil1s.

The rcsponde[ts were dircctly interliewed using ptc-structured questioluairc. The

responscs wcrc obtaincd as lhe lypc ol commercial mill. age oI rcspondcDt, lcvcl ol-

education (in schooling years), age of cntcryrises, altnual capacity of n1ill, annllal

prodlLcLior anount of rioe arld bypr-oducls, labor i brmatioll, variablc costs of industty,

qualily sLandards of rice, probLcms & solutions laced by millcrs. suppor'ling ser\rues to

mjllcrs, risk rra agernent, produclion cfficicncy and hclors aflecting to rcduce tl)e

production.

The study lbrLnd all millers prodlrced raw ricc, while 71.67% ploduced parboilcrl ricir

Significant dit'ferences wcrc fbund in sold price by rrrode of selling. Stuclicd nillers used

J.5 everage private labo$. wlile nunber'of family labor is onc. $arieble cost of industry

per ton of paddy is higher in modern mills rathcr than thc othcrs. High percentage of

irrrpuritics was ibuod in licc oftladilional mills.



study found that majority ofmoden nillers was affected by Govenrnert legislatiols

other two tlpes of millers. Majo.ity of haditional millers were affected by

etition among the millels.

respondents had access to adequate amount of labor, availability of transpofation

facilities, elechicity and water. Majority of the millers had obtained loans from

govertunent sector and most of them were satisfied about loan facilities. About 65% of

studied millers did not use advertising. Large fractions of studied millem were members

in millers associalion, and had not palticipated in any training program related with rice

milling. 68.33% of millers had practiced sk rnanagement and avemge stock keeping

time duration was three monfhs.

The study found average productivity of mill was 68.03% this was significantly affected

by education ofmillers, t)'?e of mill and impurities percentage in rice.

According to study about 55% ofmodem millers were affected by paddy scarcity, while

80% semi modem and 9570 oftraditional millers were affected by oapital scarcily.
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