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ABSTRACT

Paddy farming is a direct source of income for the majority of the rural farmers, as
well as it is the staple food in Sri Lanka. Irrigation plays a vital role in improving the
yield or productivity in the agricultural sector and the impact of irrigation on

reducing poverty is striking.

A study on farmer’s satisfaction and problem associated with Mahavilachchiya tank
irrigation was carried out to find out the satisfaction level of the farmers, to identify
the problems associated with the paddy cultivation, 1o explore the problems related to

officials in order to solve those problems for efficient use in future.

Primary and secondary data were used to collect data in this study. Pre-tested,
structured questionnaires were used to collect primary data through personal
interviews of farmers. Further, direct observations and community consultations
were also carried out to collect more information. QLlcstioxlqgi1'c was mainly
designed to collect information about the level of satisfaction and problem associated
with the Mahavilachchiya tank irrigation system in this district. Secondary data were
collected from Divisional Irrigation depanlnent of Mahavilachcgiya, and the
%
Agriculture instructors who are working in the region. The study was conducted in
both right and left bank canal command area of Mahavilachchiya tank’s Stratified
simple random sampling method was used for the primary data collection among
thel50 farmers in the selected seven farmer’s organization according to their

population.



The results of the study indicate, that majority of the farmers were below 50 years
old and paddy cultivation was predominantly a male occupation (98%) as full time
(57%) farmers. Most of the respondents™ (81%) monthly income was more than Rs.
20. 000. Farmers who irrigated from Mahavilachchiya tank cultivated paddy in both

yala and maha season. The average extent of land cultivated was 2 acres.

Study further revealed that, tank water used for various purposes like irrigation.
bathing. washing, cooking and cleaning and small amount of the respondents used
tank water for drinking, animal and livestock rearing. Poor canal distribution
(57.3%), problems due to unseasonal cultivation (2%), damaged distribution canal
(99.3%), not enough slope to water distribution (1%), poor attention by irrigation
department (95%). misbehavior of farmers (97%), tank and canal system bund
damaging problem (73.3%) and problem of increasing cultivable land extent (49%)
were some of the problems .reported by the farmers in the study area. It was also
observed that respondents had siltation problem in canal system (100%), weeds or
plant disturbs water flow in canal system (100%, broken down canal that disturbing

water flow (100%), damages in the canal bund due to rat or some animal (100%).

Based on the respondents view, water quality of receiving water from tank for
domestic purposes was questioned due to the ai)sencc of wafer treatment system at
home level (100%), poo;ﬂ attention by irrigation department (98%), washing tractors
and other vehicles (95%) using canal water. They also expressed that no one using
canal water to wash their livestock and they are not disposing the waste in to the

water source.



In general, more number of the farmers (88.1%) from Left bank canal command area
satisfied (77.9%) the water allocation for agricultural purpose than the right bank
farmers. And also, tail end farmers of the left bank (80%) canal command area
satisfied the water allocation for irrigation purpose than the tail end farmers of the
right bank canal (46.4%). Due to short length of left bank channel (5km) than right
bank channel (13.5km) might be the reason for the water allocation satisfactorily.
Weeds disturbing the flow of water, siltation problem, canal break down are some
reason for poor allocation in tail end of the right bank canal command area.
Therefore, proper management and development of canal distribution by the relevant
officials as well as the care and maintenance by the farmer’s organization and their
support towards the water allocation is to be _im_pmvéd in this area for future efficient

usc of water.
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