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ABSTRACT

Paddy farming is a direct source of income for the maiority of the rural farmers as

well as it is the staple food in Sri Lanl<a. trrigation plays a vital role in improving the

yield or productivity in the agricultural sector and the impact of jrrigation on

reducing poverly is striking.

A study on f'armer's satisfaction and problem associated with Mahavilachchiya tank

inigation was carjcd oLLt to find out the satisfaction level of the famers' to idcntil"v

the problems associated uith the paddy cultivation' to explole the problelns related to

officials ir order to solve those problems for eflicielrt use in future

?rimary and secondary data were used to collect data i11 this study Pre-tcsted,

structued qoestionnaires were used to collect primary data through personal

intelaic\ls of thrmers. Further, direct obseNations and community consultations

werc , 
also caraiecl out to collect more infoJmiltion. Qucstionnaire was mainly

designed to collcct infonnation about thc level ofsatisfaction and problem associatcd

with the Mahavilachcl'liya lank irrigation system in this district Secondary data were

collected from Divisiola] Inigation depaftment of Mahavilachcgiya. and the

Agricr ture in.t o"to.. thu are \"rorking in the rcgion 'lhe study was conducled in

both ght and Iefl bank canal conxnand area of Mahavilachchiya tank's Statified

simple random sanrpling method was used fbr the prinary data collection among

the150 farmers in the selected seven I'armer's organization according to thcir

popr ation.



The results of the study jndicate, that majority of the fatmers wete below 50 years

old and paddy cultivalion lvas predominantly a male occupation (98%) as full lime

(57%) farners. Most ofthe respondents'(81%) monthly income $'as more than Rs'

20. 000. larrners who inigatcd from Mahavilachchi,va tanl cultivated paddy in both

yala and maha season l he average extenl ofland cullilated was 2 acrcs.

Study further revealed that, lank $ater used for Yadous purposes like irrigatiolr'

bathing, $ashing, cooking ard cleaning and snall amounl of the respondents used

tar i water for drinkirg, anirnal and livestock rearing Poor canal distribution

(57.3%), problems due to unseasonal cultivalioll (2%), damagcd distribution canal

(99.1%), not enough slope to $'ater dishibution (1%). poor altertjon by irigation

clepartment (95%), misbehavior of farmers (97%). taik and canal sYstem bund

danaging problem (73.1%) and problem of increasing cultivable land extent ('19%)

wele some of thc problems reporled b,v the farmcls in the study arca lt \las also

obscned that respondents had siltation probleln in calal system (100%), weeds or

plant disturbs water flow in canal system (10091','. brokcn down canal that disturbing

'\
water flow ( 1007u). damages in the canal bund due to rat or some animal (100%)

Based on thc respondcnts ui"*'. *ut", quality of receiving water fron lank for

domestic purposes \!as questjoned dr.Le to the absencc of waGr trealnent sYstem a1

homc level (100%), pool attention by irrigation aleprirtment (98%). $'ashing tractors

and other vehicles (95%) using canal waler''lhe-l alsci expressed that no one using

canal watcr to wash their livestock and they are not disposiDg the waste in to the



In general, more number ofthe farmers (88.1olo) from Left bank canal command area

satisfied (77.9%) the water allocation for agricultural purposc than thc right bank

farmers. And also, lail cnd farmers of l-he lcft banl (80%) canal command area

satisfied the water allocatiotl for inigation purpose than the tail end t'arnrers ol the

right banl< canal (46.4%). Due to shofi length of Iefl bank channel (5km) than righl

bank channel (13.5km) migilt bo the reason fbl lhe water allocation satisfactorily

Weeds disturbing the flow of water, siltation problem' canal break dou'n ate some

reason for poor allocation in tail etrd of the ght banli canal comrDand area'

Therefore, proper malagenrent and dcvelopment ofcanal dist bution by the rclevanl

officials as \\'ell as the care and maintenance by tlre farmer's organization and their

support towards the water allocation is to be improved in this area for futtLre efficient

use ofwater.
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