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AESTRACT

This stndy was broadly desigred to aIralyze smallholders supply offresh tea leaves to

a tea factory in Ratnapura distict. lq the shrdy, qualif and qualtity of lies]r tea lcaves

supplying processs was analyzed- The study tvas mair y based on primary data

obtajned frorn a sanple survey io three G.N. divisioas in l(utuwita D.S. division in

Ratnapura distriot. 110 numbers of smallholders in the study area were selected

randomly as the rcspondents a{ld data were collected through a pletested

qlrestionnaire. Another was used to collect information frorn the Factory Officer on

tea production. Seco[dary data a]so used for this sttldy. Data were analyzed Lrsing

SPSS. Desoriptive statistic, freqlrencies andmultiple tegressioo were done. Aspects of

socio econonic features of farmers, p.oductivity parameters, cost of tea cultivation,

constains in tea cultivatior alld reasons for reduction of $pplyiirg quality aDd

qualtity of fresh tea leaves to the tea faotory were studied.

All offie smallholders had ou,! tea cultivatiotr lard and some smallholders had used

hired workers for tea cultivation. A11 srnallholders had used cuttings as plarting

naterial. It was fomd that low price fgr fresh tea leaves, low quality of fedihzer,

limited time to maintain tea c tivaiion ard severe diseases we.e the major problems

faced by srnallliolders. The maio fresll tea leaves $lpply to th'b facfory were by own

ard by tea leaves collectlrs in this D.S. division. Ii was found fiom the study that,

most of smallholders ltad old cultivatiou land and had alother maiD ocoupatiolr. Now

tea cultivated lands were not proper naintained and some lands were leaved, because

of no time to ma tain their tea cultivation. Yield and tea srnallholding exfent had ar

impact on amount off.csh tea leaves supplied to the tea factory.
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