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ABSTRACT

Codideu l turicgalum var. "Bush on fire" is an ornamental lbliage shrub wilh

beautifully variegrlcd glossy multi coloured leaves' 'fhe rivid shiny variegated

leaves adds valuc lor its qLralily in the export narket Light intensity greally

influenccs the amount of lariegation in these plants- A shade house expetimenl was

carriedouttoe\'aluatetheeftectsofgradedshadelerelsonthegto\i-thandqualityol

Coaliaeu l \,ariegulum \ar' 'Bush on llre", in thc Balticaloa district dLlring the period

ol July 2017 10 Novcmbet 20l7 lhc experimcnt was arrangcd in completelr'

randomizcd ciesign with nventv replications The experimenul locirtion was crop

larm. Easlcrn [Jniversit"-. Sri [.anka. Grtrded lcvel of shades nere delined as

trearmenls viz. open field (Tl).50% (12)' 60% (I3)' 70% (T4)' and 80% (15) of

shade levels. Shede houses werc constructed using commercial n!lon ncts ol

dif}.erentShadelevcl'Rootedandunilormoultings$'ereLlsedaSplentingmaterials'

Agronomic practices $ere follo\\'cd unifomrl-v lbr all trealments Plant height' leaf

aiea and plant biomass were meosLlred at monthly interval and qualil) of cuttings

\ras asscssed at thc encl of experiment Analysis ol Variancc lvas per-lbrnred to

deteflninesignillcantdilferencearnongtreAtments(p<0'05)'I'lantsprovided\^iih

50% shading showed significanlly (p<0'05) betlcr pedbrmance in measurecl growth

i
paramerers !iz. ptanl neigtrL' plxnt biomass and biomass pafl;tioning' rhile the

lo$'est pcrfoflnance was observcd in planl\ 3ro* n ot 8Uo o (T5 t 
"h"tie 

le! el condition'

ln qLralitt assessmenl. planls groNn at open field (1 1) received signillcantly highcst

score. Fufl]rer plants grown at opcn field showed compactncss' better leaf size and

inclease(lleal-thickncss.|romlhissludyilcouldbeconclLldedthal,planlsSrownat

507n shade level \\'ould have receiled optimum liglrt as the growth ol lhc plants was
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