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ABSTR{CT

Pesticides have become jnevitable ingrcdients io vegetable cultivalion with green

revolution technologies. There is a higher.risk in pesticide usage due fo hazardous nature

of them a,t1d indiscrimimle use of pesticides causes health hazards to humans aDd long

lasting bad ellecls to tho elvironmc]lt. But nowadays only very less oonsideratjon was

given to tle hoalth iDrpact of fanneN in pesticides handlirg. ptesent study was conducted

to assess ihe pesticides usage pattern and associated hcalth impacts among vegetabie

farmers in Badulla district. 100 vegetablc farmers were sclected by using propoflionatc

sampling metlod.

Descriptive statistics proviclc liequency distribution and percentage ofthe response in each

variable and standard deviation were analyzed. Result revealed thaf nean lamily size of

fa.me^ was 4.2I per fanrily and the average annual income liom vegetable cullivatjon was

Rs.182700. Alnost a1i the fanners depcoded on fhe chemical pesticide lor thc managemcnr

of !veeds., pest and diseases. Cabriotop (P].raclostrobin 50%t Meliranl 55%, WG) was

considered as one ofthe extrenely hazardous fungicide used by 68.1E% of famers and

among then 67.060% used thjs fungicide above the recommetlded closage. 4jolo offanners

used a moderately hMardous lveedicide namely SeJcor (Metribuy'in 70% w) abovc the

recommelded dosage.

About 75% of respondents wete affccted by any t)?e of acute disease duc 10 pesticide

application. Only 16olu of farmers got heatment flom hospital. Avcrage health cost for

healmenf was Rs.542.13 per treatment among the fhrmers in Badulla distdct.



AII independent-samples t-test was done to compare occunence of acute diseases among

the rcspotrdents with selected itdependent variables. The result showed that usage of rnask

(P<0.05) was significantly affect oII occulrellce ofAcule disease. But, usage ofgioves was

not significartly effect on the occurrence ofacute disease.

Most of the negative issues at the user's level were related to lack ofawareness, negative

attitudgs and behavio$ of faxmers and weaknesses in the extension system. Thus, ttere is

a need for strong awareness campaign through all possible means including print and

electronic media to educate farmers and change their attitudes and to empower the faxmer

organizations on pesticide related issues at the farmers' level.
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