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ABSTR{CT

A suNey of goal larnters was conducted in Eravur, VanthanLnroolai and Mahaola
yeterinary nnges in the Easlem province. Aim ofthe study \a,as to assess and documenl

the socio-economic stalus ofgoat lbrmcrs, management system, feecling and nutdtion
available resources ard facilities. information ofrearing goats ancl constraints in goat

faming. A pre-tested struoturcd questionnaire $ cs ilLlminisu.rteri tu randoml,"- selected

goat fanne$. ,10 goal farmers were sclecled rardomly ftotn cach veterinary range. 120

goat fanners coded and entered in Microsort Lxcer and tmnsfered into SPSS for
analysis. Higher malc participation in goal farming was observc.r in the study arca.

Most of the larmers are nrarriecl. Majority of the goat larmers were in 30_45 year.s

range ofage. Most ofgoat I'armers had expericnce nore than 5 years in goat farming.
Majority of the farners kept local breed ol goats. Crosses of JamDapari. Saanen.

Kottukachchiya wcre available in host of thc godt farms in the survcycd area.

Majority of the goat fanners hacl low education level. Many of goat faimers nor
inyolved inhome consumption ofgoat meat, mi/k ormanure. They reared goats maitrjy
for commerciar purpose. Goats \rerc rcarcd prcdominanrry undcr seni_ir1tc11si\,e

man.tgemenl systeni. Majodty ofgoal tilmers in Mahdo)a ,",.r,nu11 ,un*. r.",.,o,
registered in veterinary oftice.lHerd size $ere generalll 1t_20 in Eravur and

Vantharumoolai whilc 2l-30 in Ma}oo)c. lt uns depencling un a\aihbility 01.

resources and surplus labour in the I'amily. In conolusion, it revealecl that goats ar_e

nostly reared as fie secondary income eaming ofhouse hold econoInies
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