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ABSTRACT

Nowadays popuiarity and demalrd for fish had increased substantiaiiy among the

society. In Sri Lanka fish are highly available in water bodios such as lagoons

However data availability of s1a1us of fish produclior in Sri Lanta is limjtcd.

Batticaloa lagoon is tho main potential aroa for the production of fish whe[ cotllpare

with other lagoon bodies in Sd Larka. Therefore, a study was conducted to assoss the

present status of fish pioductjon in Norlhem part of Baflicaloa lagoon with lhe

objectives of to quantily the total yield of Batticaloa Lagoon, to iderltify the fishing

method and catch species in Nofihem parl of Batticaloa Lagoon and to identily the

seasonal ma.ximum feld in Northem part ofBatticaloa I-agoon.

This study was colducted in Norlhem part of Batticaloa ]agoon of. A pre-tested

structured questionnairc was. used to collect the information Stratified random

sampling was used to select thc fishers alld a total number of 50 fishers were

interviewed during the iieid invesligalion. The collected data were analyzed by usiog

SPSS 12.0 statistical software. The fish species were identified by visqal observatron

The fishers of Batticaloa lagoon depended nrainly on fishing for their livelihood

Majority ofthe fishers' main occupation (74%) ryas fishing alld other as paft time job

126%). The hshers had good ndrgenous knowledge about fishing September to't"
.

March is the peak fishing seasol because of sea watel is direclly conncctcd to the

lagoon due to rain water. Tilapia (J5.60%), cat fish (14.50%r, hefiings (14 33%) and

genes spp. (11.33%) tlpes of fish are the highly caught by Batticaloa lagoon fishors

and crabs (0.88%) are caught at low rate.

Among the hsh cmbs and plawr was the most expensive one and highly demanded

However the marketing facilities of the fish were low A big proportion of the



collected fish sold at market and road side ofBatticaloa area The firnctions offishery

co-opgrative sociefies in Batticaloa were not satisfled by fishers The level of

extension s€ryices reached to the study arca was very low The main constraint jn fish

production thteat was adverse climate Other problems of the flshers were lack of

equipmetrt low fish population or fishirg yield, weak selling prices for fish' problems

in getting crcdit, low extensiol selvices, poverty ard vadous physical affects Market

facilities, export facilities, extension seNices, credit facilities alld community

empowement programs should be given to the fishe$ of Batticaloa lagoon to

improve their income and living standard
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