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TYT:'
Tbe large Batticafoa lagoon 1s considered to have a

greater potential for exploitation than at present' As

a contribution towards the study of the biologv of the

lagioon to assess its Potentiaf, fingerlings and

juveniles of fishes and crustacea \tere coffected using

pole seine as gear from 1989 october to 1990 June in

two shore line locations. one is cfose to the lagoon

nouth "B" and the other is away from the lagoon mouth

"A. with different hydrographical conditions. This

study is designed to determine the occurrence and

abundance of the above fauna and the seasonal

variations if any, Water and air tenperalures, and

salinj lJ !rere rccordFd for Lhese locaLions.

During the nortb east monsoonal period, salinity was

1ow (13.1% in early January to 5.8% in Februarv) in

location A du€*.lo fresh water inflow fron rivers. In\
location B which is c tose to the fagoon noLlth' salinity

nas hleh (12.85% in october to 33'5% in Januarv).

water temperalur€'\ ffuctuation was less in focation B

than A as it recelved more tidal flow fron sea I'ith,I
nore stabfe conditions. Fishes of sone sPecies fike

!e-{Efe4 sp, and cat fishes were found only in location

A and not found in focation B as they seen to prefer
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fower satinity conditions. where as Therapan sp. 'flat
fishes , Leloqnathus sp.' and E-Li-nephs-b€ sp. were

found only in location B and not found in locaticin

because they prefer higher salinity areas. Anong

Crustacea P.indicqE, Carediids and Meiapenaeus sp. t{ere

found ln both locations A & B as they seem to have a wi

range of salinity tolerance. But Mysid and 4eqlc€ sp.

were found only in location A as they seem to inhabj.t

lower salinity areas-,

P.monodon, P,semisulcatus and crab were found only in

location B and not foirnd in Iocation A' because tbey

seem to inhabit higher s&Iini{:y areas with nuddy botton

conditions. of the Penaeids r P, indicus t{as found

throu6hout the study oq both l-ocations as it has a wide

range of salinity .toler&nce. ft has a wider

d i stri bu L ion wiLhin Lhe lagoon.
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