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Abstract

Aiimals select ovipositional sites that niaxinize their litness. Mature lemale
moscluiloes select the oviposition site optimal for the sul.vival of its offsping. Jiaclors
slroh as thc plesence ofibod, predators, colNpecifics. attractiolt ofpheromone etc. ale
important in detcrmining oviposition. Phclonone released on thc naturatiot of
Cx quin(luefiscidtt.t.\ eggs ancl the polluted u,atcl sample signilicantly incrcascd
oviposition.

'lhis shod-tenn project u'as car-ricd ou1 to stud), the ovipositiol'lal behaviour ol gravici
fcmde nosquitoes o1- (:x. qLtinqucfatcittLts: with respect to typc of container, elGo1 of
djlfcrcDt tvpe of 1ea1'. leaf inl'usion, thc prcsetce o1'conspecifics larvae. Tire eflect of
diffcrent tlpe of leaf rnaterial aDd conspecifics larvire in\,estigatcd.

CL quinquclasci. tri sho$s peak activity of egg laying in the timc zone of 7-9 aln.
Clay pots being prel'erred over othcr three type of container (cocoDut shell. plastic
bottlc and glass\\'are) presented. Within tlte four type ol leafinfusion. (lfcas leafuas
preferrcd fol ovipositioD. Neem leaf infusion did not attmct the gravid females trut
the leal of lreem shorvi slight athaclion for (:r.quinqLlAsciatus. Gravid lemales of
Cx quinquelascidlLls choosc thc presence of lbod tvith the carly larvae of conspecil'lcs
as a good indication of the stablc sitc for their egg laying than the abscncc ol food
witb conspecifics.

The rate of cgg hatching was higher in the duckrvccd and lowest in the Neem. But it
d1d not differ u'hen the co$pecilics \i-erc prcscnted. Larval slrvival was highest in
duckwccd, and lorvest in neem. Therc r.r'as no dilference observed rvith conspecifics.
l'hc ratc of pupation wirs higher u'hcn rcarccl \4ith LII.L/.! and grass u'hen comparcd
with duclflveed. PLrpation in ducku'cccl ceased aiter 15 day o1'post hatching. 100-
percentage larval dealh occurred in Necjr. The rale of pLtpatiolt did not diffcr
belween tlre carly + ancl late +. The percentage adult circlged in duck\'"eed and the
nean percenkrge female emcrgcd in this leafwas also less.

1

l,arvae of cluckweed medium spenl most of thc tine thmsling and were Lund in ail
positions. In Ct.aJ and grass medium the l]rlost pr-cdominant aclivily was liltering ancl

resting rcspectivel], iri the sLrrl'ace. Brorvsing rvas only exlibited in the duckweed
rnedium. l-arvac olNeen spenl mosl ol the time resting and on the surl'ace.

It is concluded that the clay pots rvith ovipositioD attractant Cic.-6 leaves. Clcar leaf
infusion, and early lanae of conspecifics can bc used effectively 10 sampling ()1'

gratid, Cx. quinqueJisci.r/rr \lithin the timc zonc of 7-9 a1n. Neem can be used to
prevent lnosquito laNae from de!eloping to adult stage.
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