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ABSTRACT

The present sludy was fbclrsed on the diversity ofthe seaweeds ibund dt Vandalous bay

in Easl coast olSl i Lanka. 'l'he primary objecli\'e olthis study was to assess the species

conpositiou and impac!s on their cu -ent distriblltion. 'fwenty sampling points,

including various micro habitals (coral, rock and sea grass) in Vandalous bay during

low tide were assess the diversily itnd distriblltiotl of seaweeds. Line transect $ith

inlercept method \\,as used to estimate the seaweeds upper intertidal zone ranging up to

20 m to collect the sgaweed samples on nonrhl) brsi\.'lh< ru|rey \ a\ con!u(ted

during the period from JanLlary 10 May 2018. Further" phlsico-cbemical parameters of

r{'ater qualil} parameters \!ere measured at lhe slud} Site suoh as lempcraturc. dissol!ed

oxygen, turbidity, pH and salinity. Collected samples Nere identified usiIg standard

sea\\'eeds taxonomic l(ey. The present stud)' rcvealed 40 species belonging to 27 genera.

20lamilies, l2 orrlers and 3 classes crut ofwhich 55o% were green algae. while red algae

and brown algae rvere |ecorded as 26% andl99o respectively. Cladophoraceac was the

most dilerse family represenfedbl,5 specics. Anong the study species, green algae

werc dominanl in lvhich Halineda apuntid \\as high in lerns ofabunclancc. l.requency

and cover and restrioted to coral m;cro habitats llorrctcr,retlincl bro\\f algi(.hare

rocLJ \ubstrates irr oddl ion ro the collal nicro h^blIaIs. Sphotelarid norttc ltollundtttc

ro o\n iloJ, $hiclr \ a, r.\. acl l, .' ',.* 
.pccic, in \ri fanl,d $e. hl,u io.le.red irr

the preseni study sile. Hotel waste discharges and the toL[ism loon al'ter ccssalion oi

ci!il Lrnrest were idcntified as major thrcats. l- uflher. fitturc stlrdies mus! be dircclcd lur

long term in!estigation on scasonali!)! Biotic tictor controlling cxistence and

dislr'ibution of,"ca\\'eeds along the Vandalous Bay in East ooast.
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