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Abstract

Tourism 1s referred as the world’s largest industry and it helps to achieve economic
poals m destimation areas including Sri Lanka. It seems that a successful tourism sector
plays a key role in improving the economic situation and escaping poverty, Tourism
development will be more successful with the involvement ol the local communities as
their positive perception and attitudes. So. tourism planners should consider the local
communities’ involvement and perception in tourism industry. The aim of this study is
Lo imvestigate the community perception level on tourism impact in Passikuda area.
Based on the comprehensive Iiterature review, three tourism impact dimensions were
tdentified which could measure the level of community perception on tourism. They
are namely economic impacts. social impacts and environmental impacts. So, the study
mainly analyses the objectives that level of community perception on three tourism
impact dimensions. The study mainly considers the primary data. The primary data
were collected through closed structured questionnaire from 150 community members
of Passikuda and used univariate and bivariate analysis techniques in order to analvse
data and find the results of study objectives. At the same time the results show that
community perceplion on tourism impact is in high level. Furthermore. community
perception on economic impacts and environmental impacts is in high level. Meanwhile
[:l;‘.nmmunit}' perception on speial impacts is in moderalg I{vu ‘Lhe study findings
provide an opportunity to understand community perception for tourism planners and

loeal authorities. c ¥ .
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