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ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to evaluate the performance of dairy cattle managed under
different production systems of dairy cattle keepers in Vantharumoolai region. Also
a survey was conducted on the production environments of herds of dairy cattle.
Primary data were collected using a structured questionnaire in which a total of 150
farmers in Vantharumoolai region were interviewed. Statistical Package for Social
Science (SPSS) was used to analyze the primary data.

In this context a study was undertaken to identify status of dairy cattle under different
feeding regimes in Vantharumoolai area during the period from January 2019 to April
2019. Hundred and fifty farmers were randomly selected in Vantharumoolai area.
Randomly selected farmers were interviewed in each area. Structured questionnaires
were designed for abové purpose. Before commencement of data collection, the
questionnaire were pretested, to know the possibility of the prepared questionnaires
and changes were made to enable easy recording of responses from farmers and to

include all necessary information involved in cattle performance. .

The primary data such as socio-economic condition of farmers such as educational
level, family size, civil status, age of farmeré, income level, likewise status of Cattle
rearing information Such as feed availability, type of feeds usage were collected
through personal interviews using questionnaires. All most all farmers are belongs to
Tamil community. Most of the dairy cattle farmers have family size between 4-5
members in cattle farmers of Vantharumoolai region. Most farmers are married and
Age between 30-45 years with more than 6 years of cattle rearing experience. Main
purpose of rearing cattle is milking. Average selling price for 1 liter of milk between
58-65 Rupees. Average cost for produce one liter of milk in three different feeding

regimes were 47.58, 46.58 and 46.55 respectively. Most farmers selling their milk for



the regional milk collecting station. Most farmers under three different feeding regimes
may used only family members for their livestock activities. External labors used only
10% to 16% under three different feeding systems. In three feeding systems most
farmers have membership in farm organization. Almost all farmers received good
veterinary service. Under three feeding systems farmers reared goat and poultry except
cattle. Most cattle farmers used cattle manure as fertilizer in their homes. Diarrhea and
foot and mouth diseases are most observed in the study area. Feed cost, lack of capital,

diseases and lack of knowledge are the most observed constraints in the area.

The main constraints of dairy farming in the district were livestock feeding costs
and poor management practices. Problems in material collection, lack of supporting
services and lack of cultivation land space are some other reasons for poor production
of dairy farmers. In the study area farmers gained the knowledge and support from the

government and private sector.
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