
FOLK RELIGIOI'{ OF SIVAGANG,A. DISTRICT trN

TAMII.NADU: A CUI-,TURT\I- HISTORICAL STUDY

Thesis submitted to the Maclurai Kamalaj University' lvladurai

for the Arvard of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in History

By

D.K.VENKATACI{ALAPAT}IY
(Register No.0747)

Lecturer (S.Cl) in HistorY

Arumugam Pillai Seethai Arnmirl Cc'llege

TiruPPettLtr

Under the Guidance of

Dr, D. GANGADHARAN. }I'A.. hI.PhiI..Ph.D..

Head of the DeParlnent of HistorY,

A.P.A. College of Arts and Culture'
Palani - 624 601-

ffi) rrrrrrNfrrfriilrrltrll

Lrbrary - EUSL

MADURAI KAMARAJ UNIVERSITY

MADURAI - 625 O2I

DECENIBER - 2OO7



CONTENTS

edgements

ion Scheme

lntroduction

Folk Religion as a Mirror of Social Ilistory

Folk Religion's Role in Water Management

and Preservation of Sacred Groves

Folk Religion's Role in the Administration

of Justice

Page No.

t-41

42-94

9s - t29

1 30- 161

t62-205

206-236

231-266

V The Transactionality of Folk Religion

VI Sanskritization of Folk Religion

VII Conclusion

Bibliography

Appendices

Plates

Glossary



INTRODUCTION

Thisdisscrtarionentitlcd..FolkReligionofSivagangaDistrictin

Tamilnadu: A cultural Historical stucly" is a micro-cultural-historic ll study on

two counts. First, it is confinecl to a limited geographical region in Tamilnadu,

and secondly, it is confinecl to the folk culture of the mral plasses of the present

day Sivaganga District.r The culture is of the lolk. diftblent fiorn the-

Brahmanical or the classical culture, rvhich is concernecl with thc worship of

the Puranic textual baseci Hintlu gods like Siva, Vishnu and Brahnta and

goddesses like Parvati. Lakshmi, Sarasvati, and Durga However' subjected ttl

various socio cultural dynalnics, the lolk culture of the rural masses shorvs

signs of translbrmation called 'upward mobility,' which some sociologists call

Sanskritization.'

Theintrotluctorypartofthisthesistirsthighlightsthctopographyofthe

region and the people of various communtties' Then, it brings out the

differences l:retween tblk rcligion ancl classical religion and also the salient

features of the folk religion of Sivaganga District in Tamilnadu. It also explains

',.Siuagangu is lls0 spclt.rs "Sivagangai". lnthislhcsis. Sivaganga' is unilorrnily itscil.

r 
M.N.Srinivas, ,locir l Chttttge in Motlerrt Ifulia. Oricnt Longmans L.irnitccl. Nerv Deihi. 1 972. pp l -8.

Though this concept is nruch cletratcd anrJ challenged by some sociologists this rcserrchcr iinds it

operating in lhe rcgion r.rnclcr his iielcl study.


